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El Monte Union Celebrates New Building
and Gymnasium Construction

FRLHS Principal Freddy Arteaga (left), retired EMUHSD educator Fernando R. Ledesma, Superintendent Dr.
Edward Zuniga and FRLHS student Anthony Aguirre celebrate the groundbreaking of the school's new facility.

Hiéu trudng FRLHS Freddy Arteaga (trai), nha gido duc EMUHSD da nghi huu Fernando R. Ledesma, Giam
déc Tién si Edward Zuniga va sinh vién FRLHS Anthony Aguirre t6 chirc 1€ khoi cong co s& méi cla truong.

The El Monte Union community gathered on Dec. 11 to celebrate
a groundbreaking for the first major construction project funded by
its Measure HS facilities bond - a 15,000-square-foot multipurpose
building and gymnasium at Fernando R. Ledesma High School.

The facility - which aims to promote healthy living, collaboration
and sustainability - will serve as a gathering place for health and
wellness instruction, physical fitness activities, athletic events,
performances and functions for the El Monte Union community. The
anticipated completion date is late spring 2021.

“We have been patiently waiting to start on this project for some
time now, and we are excited to finally see it come to fruition, not
only for the benefit of our students, but the larger El Monte Union
community as well,” Principal Freddy Arteaga said. “With this facility,
we hope to provide our community with the tools to live and eat
healthy and a space in which to come together for our shared purpose
of supporting our students’ achievement.”

The $13 million facility will house a cafeteria, performance space

with grandstand seating, basketball court, an outdoor weightlifting

area, snack bar, concession and lobby areas, restrooms and classrooms.
Measure HS is a $190 million facilities bond approved by voters

in November 2018. Other funding sources include Measure D and

developer fees.

El Monte Union Chao Mwrng Khai Cong Xay
Duwng Toa Nha Va Phong Tap Thé Duc Mgéi

Codng déng El Monte Union d3 tap trung vao ngay 11
thang 12 dé chao mirng 1& khéi cong xay dung coéng trinh
I6n dau tién dugc tai trg bai cong khé phiéu co s& Dy
Luat HS - mét tdoa nha da ning va phong tap thé duc
rong 1.395 mét vudng tai trwdng trung hoc Fernando R.
Ledesma.

Co s& nay nham muc dich thic ddy cudc séng lanh
manh, hop tac va bén virng, dong thai sé 1a khu tap trung
giang day vé strc khoe va gilr gin strc khoe, cac hoat dong
thé duc, cac su kién thé thao, cac budi biéu dién va cac
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buéi I& cho cdng dong El Monte Union. Ngay hoan thanh
co s& nay du kién 13 vao cudi mlia xuan nam 2021.

Hiéu truéng Freddy Arteaga cho biét: “Lau nay ching
tdi van kién nhan cho doi dé bt dau du an nay, va bay gio
chuiing t6i rat vui mirng khi thiy né da trd thanh hién thue,
khéng chi vi lgi ich cta hoc sinh ma con cho ca cong dong
I&n El Monte Union. V&i co s& nay, ching téi hy vong sé
cung cap cho cdng déng cua ching téi cac cdng cu can
thiét phuc vu doi séng, an uéng mot cach l1anh manh cling
nhu cé mdt khéng gian dé tu hop lai bén nhau véi muc
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dich chung 13 hd trg cac hoc sinh clia chiing téi dat thanh
tich t6t nhat.”

Co sd tri gia 13 triéu d6 la sé bao gbm mét cang tin, mét
khong gian biéu dién cé khan dai day dd ché ngoi, mot san
béng ré, mét khu vure clr ta ngoai trdi, mot quan n nhanh,
khu vuc &n udng va sanh, phong vé sinh va 16p hoc.

Du Luat HS 1d mdt cong khé phiéu co sé tri gia 190
triéu do6 la dugc cac ctr tri phé duyét vao thang 11 nam
2018. Cac ngudn tai trg khac bao gom Du Luat D va chi
phi cho nha phat trién.
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EL MONTE UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

SUPERINTENDENT'’S MESSAGE

Dear El Monte Union Community,

It is hard to believe that another calendar year has come
and gone and that we are halfway to the finish line of the
2019-20 school year.

It has been a truly spectacular year for El Monte Union,
during which we came together to celebrate many
achievements and milestones.

In December, we commemorated the holidays at
our annual Posada dinner; celebrated South El Monte
High teacher Tam Ly Wong, who was honored with the
Bobby Salcedo Esperanza Award; broke ground on the
long-anticipated multipurpose building and gymnasium
at Fernando R. Ledesma High School; and celebrated

THONG PIEP CUA GIAM POC HOC KHU

Kinh guri Céng dong El Monte Union,

That kho tin mét ndm mdi vira téi da qua di va chidng ta da
di dugc mét nira hanh trinh ctia nam hoc 2019-2020.

Nam nay thuc su 1a mét ndm ngoan muc déi vai El Monte
Union, trong thoi gian dé ching ta da cung nhau chao murng
nhiéu thanh tuu va cdét méc quan trong.

Vo thang 12, ching ta da chao mirng mua |€ héi véi bira
t6i thudng nién Posada; chic mirng gido vién trudng trung
hoc South El Monte Tam Ly Wong da nhan duoc giai thuang
Bobby Salcedo Esperanza danh gia; khai cong xay dung

our student-athletes for their historic and unforgettable
accomplishments.

Most recently, we were awarded a competitive
multi-million-dollar grant to promote zero-emission
transportation to our stakeholders in our commitment
to green technology and thoughtful implementation of
environmental accountability.

At El Monte Union, we are fortunate to foster a school
community that cares about its students and does
whatever is necessary to ensure their success in and
beyond high school. This support was evident at our
second annual College and Career Family Conference,
as well as at Mad City Money, where students grappled

Fernando R. Ledesma ma chiing ta vin mong dai tir [au; va
mirng nhirng thanh tich lich s&t khé quén cla doan van déng
vién hoc sinh cuia ching ta.

Gan day nhat, ching ta da dugc lua chon dé trao ting
khoan tai tro tri gid hang triéu d6 la dé thuc day sir dung
phuong tién van tai khong khi thai cho hoc sinh va nhan vién
nha trudng nham thuc hién cam két ctia ching ta d6i voi
cong nghé xanh va thuc hién chu dao trach nhiém véi
moi trudng.

Tai El Monte Union, ching t6i may man thic diy dugc mot

with real-world financial
challenges.

We could not achieve
any of these successes
without the support and
engagement of our El Monte
Union parents, teachers and
staff. | want to thank this
community for cultivating
a supportive educational
environment in which
each individual has the
opportunity to thrive.

Dr. Edward Zuniga
Superintendent/
Giam déc Hoc khu

nhirng diéu can thiét d€ ddm bao thanh céng cho cac em &
ca trong va ngoai trudng trung hoc. Su hd trg ndy dugc thé
hién rd tai Ho6i nghi thudng nién Gia dinh Cung Tim Hiéu Vé
Nghé nghiép Va Dai hoc [an thd hai cua chang t6i, cling nhu
tai Mad City Money, noi hoc sinh phai hoc cach vat 16n vai
nhirng thach thirc tai chinh trong thé gidi thuc.

Chuing t6i khong thé dat duoc bat ky thanh céng nao & trén
néu khéng cé sy hé trg'va tham gia ctia phu huynh, gido vién
va nhan vién cta El Monte Union. Téi mudn guri 161 cam on tdi
cdng déng nay vi da xay dung mét moi trudng gido duc mang

tda nha da ning va phong tap thé duc tai trudng trung hoc cong dong trudng hoc quan tam dén hoc sinh va sdn sang 1am  tinh hd trg, trong d6 méi ca nhan déu cé co hdi vuon 1én.

District Awarded $9.8 Million to
Promote Green Vehicle Options

El Monte Union is one of three school districts in the
state to be awarded a combined $24 million to promote
zero-emission vehicle options as part of a two-year Clean
Mobility in Schools Pilot Project program.

El Monte Union was awarded $9.8 million to kick
off the pilot program, part of a state initiative to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, strengthen the economy, and
improve public health and the environment, particularly in
disadvantaged communities.

“This grant will be transformative for El Monte Union,
giving us the chance to generate research, compelling
education and community outreach in support of our efforts
to be a green district,” Superintendent Dr. Edward Zuniga
said, adding that the District plans to add zero-emission
buses and electric maintenance vehicles to its fleet.

The District was also recently honored with a
Leadership Award for promoting green initiatives in its
schools, implementing green practices in its Districtwide
operations and fostering environmental sustainability in the classroom.

“Critical to our success has been our collective commitment to integrating environmental
accountability into every facet of our operation,” EMUHSD Facility and Energy Manager Lena
Luna said.

El Monte Union is a Green Ribbon School District and Energy Star leader, recognized by
both the state and U.S. Department of Education.

Lena Luna
Over 80 student leaders from throughout the region were

empowered to discover their leadership skills during a California
Association of Student Councils (CASC) Change the Future Region 9
conference, held at Mountain View High School in November.
Organized by Mountain View High senior Angel Jimenez, the
event enabled students to attend seminars regarding mental health,
sustainability, student voice, education and LGBT+ rights, as well as
workshops to strengthen skills in presenting, conflict management,
project planning, networking and developing an effective
student council.
Assemblywoman Susan Rubio served as the keynote speaker.
“We're very proud of our students for proactively seeking resources
and opportunities that will foster their growth and leadership skills,
helping them to develop as leaders in our community,” Superintendent
Dr. Edward Zuniga said.

Hoc Khu Puoc Trao Tang 9,8 triéu
D6 La Dé Thic Pay Cac Lua Chon
Phuong Tién Xanh

El Monte Union la mét trong ba hoc khu trong ti€u bang duoc trao ting téng cong 24 triéu do la
trong khuén khé chuong trinh Du an Thi diém Di Déng Sach Trong Truding Hoc kéo dai hai ndm nham
thic day cac lua chon phuong tién van tai khong khi thai.

El Monte Union da dugc trao ting 9,8 triéu do la dé€ khéi dong chuong trinh thi diém. Chuong trinh
nay 13 mdt phan trong sang kién clia bang nham giam thiéu luong khi thai nha kinh, cing cé nén kinh t&
va cdi thién strc khde cong dong va moi trudng, dac biét 1 cac cong dong gap nhiéu kho khan.

Giam déc hoc khu, tién si Edward Zuniga cho biét: “Khodan tai trg' ndy sé tao su’ chuyén minh cho El
Monte Union, cho chiing téi co’ hdi tién hanh nghién ctru, tao [ap nén gido duc hap dan va tiép can cong
dong nham hé tro chiing toi trong nd luc ¢d ging trd thanh mét hoc khu xanh” Ong cho biét thém vé k&
hoach ctia hoc khu d6 13 cung cap thém cac xe buyt khéng khi thai vao déi xe ctia hoc khu va cac phuong
tién bdo tri xe dién.

Hoc khu gan day cling dugc vinh danh véi Giai thudng Lanh dao vi da thic day cac sang kién xanh
trong trudng hoc, thuc hién cac phuong an xanh trong cac hoat dong trén toan hoc khu va thic day tinh
bén vitng moi trudng trong 16p hoc.

Quan ly Co's& vat chat va Nang luong EMUHSD, cd Lena Luna cho biét: “Yéu t6 quan trong dan t&i
su thanh céng clia ching t6i 1 cam két tap thé trong viéc tich hop trach nhiém véi méi trudng vao moi
khia canh hoat déng ctia ching toi.”

El Monte Union la mét hoc khu No Xanh va 1a thu linh Ngbi Sao Nang Lugng, duoc ca tiéu bang va
B6 Gido duc Hoa Ky céng nhan.

Hon 80 tha linh hoc sinh trén toan khu vue da dugc trao quyén dé kham
pha cac ky nang lanh dao ctia minh trong Hoi nghi Hiép Héi Cac Hoi Dong
Hoc sinh California (CASC) Thay D6i Khu Ve Trong Tuong Lai Lan Thir 9,
duoc té chire tai Trudng trung hoc Mountain View vao thang 11.

Su kién nay do Angel Jimenez, hoc sinh cudi cap ctia Trudng trung hoc
Mountain View t8 chirc, cho phép hoc sinh tham du cac hdi thao vé siic
khoe tdm than, tinh bén virng, ti€ng ndi ctia hoc sinh, quyén gido duc va
quyén LGBT+, ciing nhu cac hoi thao d€ ting cudng ky ning trinh bay, xtr
ly xung dét, 1ap k& hoach du an, mé& rdng quan hé va phat trién hoi dong
hoc sinh hiéu qua.

N nghi si Susan Rubio dwoc moi 1am dién gia chinh cho su kién.

Giam déc hoc khu, tién si Edward Zuniga cho biét: “Chuang téi rat tu hao
vé cac hoc sinh ctia minh vi da ch déng tim ki€ém cac nguoén luc va co hoi
dé thic day su phat trién va ky nang l1anh dao cla cac em, gitp cac em
phat trién thanh nhirng nha lanh dao trong cong dong cua ching ta”
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South El Monte Teacher Honored with
Bobby Salcedo Esperanza Award

Tam Ly Wong, who has been teaching at South El “My purpose is to help students find direction in life education business and finance pathways to ensure
Monte High School for 25 years, was honored with and when | see that light turn on, it feels really good,” students can explore career choices at all grade levels.
the Bobby Salcedo Esperanza Award during the 16th Wong said. “It's what | work for and why | stay.” She also advises the school’s Future Business Leaders
annual Tamalada fundraiser in December. Wong emigrated from Vietnam in 1979 and grew of America club.

The award - named for a respected El Monte Union up in El Monte, attending its schools and overcoming The Tamalada raises funds to support the El Monte
educator who died in 2009 - is given to outstanding barriers as an English learner. She is the oldest in her Promise Foundation’s college savings account program
teachers who exemplify Salcedo’s tireless commitment family and is a first-generation college student. and goal to cultivate a college-going culture in

to education. Wong helped shape the District’s career technical El Monte.

Giao Vién South El Monte Pwgc Vinh Danh Véi Giai
Thuéong Bobby Salcedo Esperanza

Tam Ly Wong, gido vién cong tac giang day 25 nam tai
trudng trung hoc South El Monte, da dugc vinh danh véi
giai thuang Bobby Salcedo Esperanza trong chuong trinh
gay quy Tamalada thudng nién [an th 16 vao thang 12.

Giai thudng dugc dat theo tén mot nha giao dang kinh
cltia El Monte Union da qua doi nam 2009. Giai thudng nay
duogc trao cho cac gido vién xuat sac, nhirng ngudi thé hié
dugc su cong hién khong biét mét méi cho nén gido d
cla thay Salcedo. inh kinh doanh va tai
C6 Wong phét biéu rang: “Muc dich cta t6i a gid

ohuong hudng trong cubc séng va dam bao cac hoc sinh c6 thé kham pha cac lua chon nghé
duoc rang sang lén 13 téi cAm thay nghiép & tat ca cic cap I16p. Cb cling cd van cho cau lac bd
éc va muc dich dé téi & lai” Nha lanh dao Doanh nghiép Tuong lai cia My &
v dén day ndm 1979 va 16n trong trudng.
ac truong & day va vugt qua Tamalada 13 chuong trinh gay quy nhidm hé tro cho
1g phai ngdn nglr me dé. Co la chuong trinh tai khoan tiét kiém cho dai hoc ctia héi El
inh va la thanh vién dau tién Monte Promise Foundation va muc tiéu nu6i dudng nén

‘ van héa hoc dai hoc & El Monte.

More than 150 El Monte Union business and finance students were hit
with a dose of reality when they were challenged to plan their finances,
oversee monthly expenditures and tackle credit card debt during a Mad City
Money simulation.

Paired with a partner and assigned personal profiles that included a job, a
young child and a monthly salary, students had to deduct taxes, student loan
payments, medical insurance and credit card debt from their income and visit
merchants to buy housing, transportation, food and other necessities. ,

South El Monte High School students Andy Pefia and Zixun Chen were
assigned the lowest income bracket and planned a strategy before making
any purchases.

“The decisions we have to make are very complicated,” Pefa said. “There
are many surprises. We had no idea how much food takes away from your

monthly budget. Still, we have a surplus, so we feel good about it ’
Mad City Money was sponsored by the SCE Federal Credit Union’s Center -
for Financial Empowerment and Assemblywoman Blanca Rubio. ho i p
Cudc Thi Thach Thic H inh Hoc Hai Cac Ki Nang Tai Chinh
udc Thi Thac ¢ Hoc sinh Hoc Hoi Cac Ki Nang Tai Chin
Hon 150 hoc sinh nganh kinh doanh va tai chinh khau trir thué, thanh todn khoan vay hoc sinh, bao hiém Pefa cho biét: “Nhirng quyét dinh ma ching em phai
cla El Monte Union d3 phai d6i mat vai thuc té khi y t€ va ng thé tin dung tir thu nhap cta ho va gdp ngudi  dua ra rat phirc tap. C6 rat nhiéu yéu té bat ngd. Ching
gap thach thire 1ap k€ hoach tai chinh, giam sat chi tiéu ban hang dé mua nha, phuong tién di lai, thuc phdm va  em khéng biét phai chi ra bao nhiéu tién dé mua thuc
hang thang va xtr ly ng thé tin dung trong moé phong cac nhu yéu pham khac. pham hang thang. Tuy nhién, ching em van cé mét
Mad City Money. Hai hoc sinh truwdng trung hoc South El Monte la khoan thang du, nén chidng em cam thay rat vui”
Hoc sinh dugc ghép cap véi mot cong suva duge chi  Andy Pefa va Zixun Chen dugc chi dinh khung thu Mad City Money duoc tai trg bdi Trung tadm Trao
dinh h6 so ca nhan bao gdbm mét céng viéc, mot dira nhap thap nhat va phai [én chién lugc trede khi thuc quyén Tai chinh cta Lién minh Tin dung Lién bang SCE

con nhé va mét murc lwvong hang thang. Hoc sinh phai hién moi giao dich mua ban. va n{r nghi si Blanca Rubio.
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Student Athletes Bring
Pride to El Monte Union

El Monte Union recently celebrated victories and accolades earned by two high school
athletic teams that traveled across the state to compete and bring pride to their school
communities.

El Monte High School’s football team traveled over 700 miles in December to take
on Crescent City’s Del Norte High School and win the CIF State Division 5-AA football
championship, which was celebrated during a city parade and rally on Dec. 21. This was
the school’s second CIF championship since 1930.

Arroyo High School’s boys and girls cross country teams also competed in the CIF state

finals and were named Mission Valley League Champions.

District Celebrates Holidays
with Community

El Monte Union celebrated the holiday season with students, parents and
community members through an array of programs and activities.

The District hosted its second annual Family Posada on Dec. 12, welcoming over
500 community members who took photos with Santa Claus, hit pinatas, watched
student performances and feasted on pozole, tamales and pan dulce. The event
was organized by the Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Committee (Super PAC).

Arroyo High School theater students also dazzled audiences with their
performance of “A Christmas Story,” which chronicles the desire of 9-year-old
Ralphie Parker for a genuine Red Ryder BB gun for Christmas. The play is based
on the classic 1983 motion picture of the same title. Under the leadership of
drama teacher Daniel Ingram, theater students worked hard to perform the holiday
favorite from Dec. 12-14.

South El Monte High School also hosted its annual Winter Wonderland event for
community and students.

Hoc Khu Chao Mirng Cac Ngay Lé
Cung Vé6i Cong Dong

El Monte Union da chao mirng mua & cung véi cac hoc sinh, phu huynh va thanh vién
trong cong déng théng qua rat nhiéu chuong trinh va hoat dong.

Hoc khu da t6 chirc chuong trinh thudng nién Family Posada [an thir hai vao ngay 12
thang 12, chao dén hon 500 thanh vién cong dong dén chup anh cling vai éng gia Noel,
danh pifiata, cing xem cac man biéu dién ctia hoc sinh va thuéng thirc cac mén stp ham
pozole, banh tamales va nhiéu loai banh ngot Mexico. S kién nay duoc t6 chirc bai Uy
ban C6 van Phu huynh cta hoc khu (Super PAC).

Cac hoc sinh nhac kich cua trudng trung hoc Arroyo ciing da khién khan gia strng s
v6i man trinh dién mang tén “Cau Chuyén Giang Sinh”, cau chuyén ké vé c6 bé 9 tuéi
Ralphie Parker mong muén cé dugc mén qua Gidng sinh 13 mét khau sung Red Ryder BB
chinh hang. V& kich dua trén tac pham dién anh kinh dién cting tén dugc san xuat nam
1983. Dui su chi dan cta gido vién kich Daniel Ingram, nhém hoc sinh da tap luyén
chim chi dé biéu dién tiét muc dugc va thich nhat trong ki nghi & tir ngay 12 dén 14/12.

Trudng trung hoc South El Monte cling t6 chirc su kién thudng nién Winter
Wonderland cho cong déng va cac em hoc sinh.
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Doan Van Bong Vién Hoc

Sinh Mang Niém Tu Hao
Pén Vé6i El Monte Union

Méi day El Monte Union da 3n mirng cac chién thang va giai
thuéng do hai doi thé thao trung hoc gianh duoc qua qua trinh
thi dau trén toan tiéu bang, mang lai niém tu hao cho céng dong
trwdng hoc clia cac em.

Trong thang 12, d6i béng bau duc trudng trung hoc El Monte
da di chuyén trén quang dudng hon 700 dam dé tham gia thi dau
véi trudng trung hoc Del Norte cia Crescent City va gianh chién
thang giai vo dich béng bau duc toan bang CIF Bang 5-AA. C3
thanh phé da t& chirc diéu hanh 3n mirng chién thing vao ngay
21 thang 12. Day | chirc vo dich CIF [an thir hai clia trudng ké tir
nam 1930.

Trong khi d6, cac chang trai va c6 gai trong doi tuyén quéc gia
cla trudng trung hoc Arroyo da thi diu cac tran chung két tiéu
bang CIF va duoc xuéng danh quan quan cua Giai dau Mission
Valley League.

More than 500 El Monte-area middle and high school students and their families
learned skills on how to succeed in high school, prepare for college and achieve their
personal goals during El Monte Union’s second annual College and Career Family
Conference, called “The Places You'll Go!”

Held in partnership with El Monte City and Mountain View school districts, the
El Monte Promise Foundation, Rio Hondo College and UC Irvine, the conference
offered over 30 workshops in English and Spanish covering such topics as financial
aid, college entrance requirements and resources for Dream Act students. The
conference was followed by a college and community outreach resource fair.

“Preparation and knowledge are key to student success as they begin their
ascent to high school and college, and parent engagement is critical to ensuring
our students achieve their goals,” Superintendent Dr. Edward Zuniga said. “l want
to thank our students and parents for being so involved, our team of educators
for providing resources and options to our El Monte families and our community
partners for supporting our efforts to foster a college-going culture.”

Hon 500 hoc sinh trung hoc co sé& va trung hoc phé théng hoc khu El Monte cling
vGi gia dinh tham gia hoc hoi cdc ky nang dé thanh cong & trudng trung hoc, chuan
bi cho dai hoc va dat duoc cac muc tiéu ca nhan trong héi nghi thuong nién Gia Dinh
Cung Tim Hiéu V& Nghé Nghiép Va Dai Hoc lan thi hai ctia El Monte Union mang tén
“Nhirng Noi Ban Sé Téi!”

Pugc té chirc dudi sw hgp tac véi cac hoc khu El Monte City va Mountain View, El
Monte Promise Foundation, dai hoc Rio Hondo va dai hoc California Irvine, hdi nghi da
cung cap hon 30 hoi thao bing ti€ng Anh va tiéng Tay Ban Nha vé cac cha dé nhu hd
tro tai chinh, yéu cau dau vao dai hoc va cac ngudn luc hd trg cac hoc sinh theo ché
do dao luat DREAM. Tiép theo hoi nghi 1a hoi thao tiép can nguon luc tlr cong dong va
trwdng dai hoc.

Giam déc hoc khu, tién si Edward Zuniga phat bi€u: “Su chuan bi va nén tang kién
thirc la chia khéa thanh céng cho hoc sinh khi cac em |én cip ba va budc vao dai hoc,
déng thoi s tham gia ctia phu huynh ciing 13 yéu t6t can thiét dé dam bao cac em hoc
sinh clia ching ta dat dug'c muc tiéu clia minh. Téi muén gri 161 cdm on t&i cdc em hoc
sinh va quy vi phu huynh d4 tham gia, xin cdm on d6i ngii gido vién cta trudng da hé trg
va truyén dat cac lura chon téi cac gia dinh El Monte, va cudi ciing toi xin cdm on cac doi
tac cong dong da hé trg chiing toi trong nd luc c6 ging nudi dudng vin héa hoc dai hoc”




