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El Monte Union Celebrates New Building
and Gymnasium Construction

The El Monte Union community gathered on Dec.

11 to celebrate a groundbreaking for the first major
construction project funded by its Measure HS facilities
bond - a 15,000-square-foot multipurpose building
and gymnasium at Fernando R. Ledesma High School.

The facility - which aims to promote healthy living,
collaboration and sustainability - will serve as a
gathering place for health and wellness instruction,
physical fitness activities, athletic events, performances
and functions for the El Monte Union community. The
anticipated completion date is late spring 2021.

“We have been patiently waiting to start on this
project for some time now, and we are excited to finally
see it come to fruition, not only for the benefit of our
students, but the larger EI Monte Union community as
well,” Principal Freddy Arteaga said. “With this facility,
we hope to provide our community with the tools
to live and eat healthy and a space in which to come
together for our shared purpose of supporting our
students’ achievement.”

The $13 million facility will house a cafeteria,
performance space with grandstand seating, basketball
court, an outdoor weightlifting area, snack bar,

FRLHS Principal Freddy Arteaga (left), retired EMUHSD educator Fernando R. Ledesma, Superintendent Dr. Edward Zuniga
and FRLHS student Anthony Aguirre celebrate the groundbreaking of the school’s new facility.
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concession and lobby areas, restrooms and classrooms.
Measure HS is a $190 million facilities bond

approved by voters in November 2018. Other funding

sources include Measure D and developer fees.
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EL MONTE UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear El Monte Union Community,

It is hard to believe that another calendar year has come
and gone and that we are halfway to the finish line of the
2019-20 school year.

It has been a truly spectacular year for El Monte Union,
during which we came together to celebrate many
achievements and milestones.

In December, we commemorated the holidays at
our annual Posada dinner; celebrated South El Monte
High teacher Tam Ly Wong, who was honored with the
Bobby Salcedo Esperanza Award; broke ground on the
long-anticipated multipurpose building and gymnasium
at Fernando R. Ledesma High School; and celebrated
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Over 80 student leaders from throughout the region were

our student-athletes for their historic and unforgettable
accomplishments.

Most recently, we were awarded a competitive
multi-million-dollar grant to promote zero-emission
transportation to our stakeholders in our commitment
to green technology and thoughtful implementation of
environmental accountability.

At El Monte Union, we are fortunate to foster a school
community that cares about its students and does
whatever is necessary to ensure their success in and
beyond high school. This support was evident at our
second annual College and Career Family Conference, as
well as at Mad City Money, where students grappled with
real-world financial challenges.
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empowered to discover their leadership skills during a California

Association of Student Councils (CASC) Change the Future Region

9 conference, held at Mountain View High School in November.
Organized by Mountain View High senior Angel Jimenez, the

event enabled students to attend seminars regarding mental

health, sustainability, student voice, education and LGBT+ rights,

as well as workshops to strengthen skills in presenting, conflict
management, project planning, networking and developing an

effective student council.

Assemblywoman Susan Rubio served as the keynote speaker.

“We're very proud of our students for proactively seeking
resources and opportunities that will foster their growth and
leadership skills, helping them to develop as leaders in our

community,” Superintendent Dr. Edward Zuniga said.
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We could not
achieve any of these
successes without
the support and
engagement of our
El Monte Union
parents, teachers
and staff. | want to
thank this community
for cultivating a
supportive educational
environment in which
each individual has the
opportunity to thrive.
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District Awarded $9.8 Million to
Promote Green Vehicle Options

El Monte Union is one of three
school districts in the state to be
awarded a combined $24 million
to promote zero-emission vehicle
options as part of a two-year
Clean Mobility in Schools Pilot
Project program.

El Monte Union was awarded
$9.8 million to kick off the pilot
program, part of a state initiative to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
strengthen the economy, and improve
public health and the environment,
particularly in disadvantaged
communities.

“This grant will be transformative
for El Monte Union, giving us
the chance to generate research,
compelling education and community
outreach in support of our efforts to
be a green district,” Superintendent
Dr. Edward Zuniga said, adding
that the District plans to add
zero-emission buses and electric
maintenance vehicles to its fleet.

The District was also recently
honored with a Leadership Award
for promoting green initiatives in its
schools, implementing green practices
in its Districtwide operations and

Lena Luna

fostering environmental sustainability in the classroom.
“Critical to our success has been our collective commitment to integrating environmental

accountability into every facet of our operation,” EMUHSD Facility and Energy Manager Lena

Luna said.

El Monte Union is a Green Ribbon School District and Energy Star leader, recognized by
both the state and U.S. Department of Education.
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South El Monte Teacher Honored with
Bobby Salcedo Esperanza Award

Tam Ly Wong, who has been teaching at South El “My purpose is to help students find direction in life education business and finance pathways to ensure
Monte High School for 25 years, was honored with and when | see that light turn on, it feels really good,” students can explore career choices at all grade levels.
the Bobby Salcedo Esperanza Award during the 16th Wong said. “It's what | work for and why | stay.” She also advises the school’s Future Business Leaders
annual Tamalada fundraiser in December. Wong emigrated from Vietnam in 1979 and grew of America club.

The award - named for a respected El Monte Union up in El Monte, attending its schools and overcoming The Tamalada raises funds to support the El Monte
educator who died in 2009 - is given to outstanding barriers as an English learner. She is the oldest in her Promise Foundation’s college savings account program
teachers who exemplify Salcedo’s tireless commitment family and is a first-generation college student. and goal to cultivate a college-going culture in

to education. Wong helped shape the District’s career technical El Monte.
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Competition Challenges Students to Learn Financial Skills

More than 150 El Monte Union business and finance students were
hit with a dose of reality when they were challenged to plan their
finances, oversee monthly expenditures and tackle credit card debt
during a Mad City Money simulation.

Paired with a partner and assigned personal profiles that included a
job, a young child and a monthly salary, students had to deduct taxes,
student loan payments, medical insurance and credit card debt from
their income and visit merchants to buy housing, transportation, food
and other necessities.

South El Monte High School students Andy Pefia and Zixun Chen
were assigned the lowest income bracket and planned a strategy before
making any purchases.

“The decisions we have to make are very complicated,” Pefia said.
“There are many surprises. We had no idea how much food takes away
from your monthly budget. Still, we have a surplus, so we feel good
about it

Mad City Money was sponsored by the SCE Federal Credit Union’s
Center for Financial Empowerment and Assemblywoman Blanca Rubio.
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Student Athletes Bring
Pride to El Monte Union

El Monte Union recently celebrated victories and accolades earned by two high school
athletic teams that traveled across the state to compete and bring pride to their school
communities.

El Monte High School’s football team traveled over 700 miles in December to take
on Crescent City’s Del Norte High School and win the CIF State Division 5-AA football
championship, which was celebrated during a city parade and rally on Dec. 21. This was
the school’s second CIF championship since 1930.

Arroyo High School’s boys and girls cross country teams also competed in the CIF state

finals and were named Mission Valley League Champions.

District Celebrates Holidays
with Community

El Monte Union celebrated the holiday season with students, parents and
community members through an array of programs and activities.

The District hosted its second annual Family Posada on Dec. 12, welcoming over
500 community members who took photos with Santa Claus, hit pifiatas, watched
student performances and feasted on pozole, tamales and pan dulce. The event
was organized by the Superintendent’s Parent Advisory Committee (Super PAC).

Arroyo High School theater students also dazzled audiences with their
performance of “A Christmas Story,” which chronicles the desire of 9-year-old
Ralphie Parker for a genuine Red Ryder BB gun for Christmas. The play is based
on the classic 1983 motion picture of the same title. Under the leadership of
drama teacher Daniel Ingram, theater students worked hard to perform the holiday
favorite from Dec. 12-14.

South El Monte High School also hosted its annual Winter Wonderland event for
community and students.
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More than 500 El Monte-area middle and high school students and their families
learned skills on how to succeed in high school, prepare for college and achieve their
personal goals during El Monte Union'’s second annual College and Career Family
Conference, called “The Places You'll Go!”

Held in partnership with El Monte City and Mountain View school districts, the
El Monte Promise Foundation, Rio Hondo College and UC Irvine, the conference
offered over 30 workshops in English and Spanish covering such topics as financial
aid, college entrance requirements and resources for Dream Act students. The
conference was followed by a college and community outreach resource fair.

“Preparation and knowledge are key to student success as they begin their
ascent to high school and college, and parent engagement is critical to ensuring
our students achieve their goals,” Superintendent Dr. Edward Zuniga said. “l want
to thank our students and parents for being so involved, our team of educators
for providing resources and options to our El Monte families and our community
partners for supporting our efforts to foster a college-going culture.”

#i# 500 % El Monte B B & ¥ £ £ & K £ 2 /e El Monte Bt &3 7 % — B - £ %
KRk, L& TREAAENRT] |, RS TR OHT, BHE4AEEEIEA
A4,

X € # El Monte City & Mountain View % . El Monte &3 % 4% . Rio Hondo
K% & UC Irvine S-1F B3, &35 R4 30 A ERGNTEMA R ESL L £
M, OSMBHME, RENGMEMY, FHREELE, REBETARIITEHERELR
R e,

Dr. Edward Zuniga itk &7 : [EHRIBERZAELESZ P RREGORIHE, Tk
SEFLLEFHALIWNES, RESBRHPLERRREERNSHN, RMOHXFTE
B 424 El Monte KB R AL B B4R G R RE4E, WHBIRMILEA LI H S, |




