Community Committed to College and Career
B AHEBKREHS st £ H R

Arroyo | El Monte | Mountain View | Rosemead | South El Monte
Fernando R. Ledesma | El Monte-Rosemead Adult School

SPRING 2020/2020 £&Z

El Monte Union Students Engage in
Innovative Distance Learning Program
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Following the physical closures of campuses
on March 16, El Monte Union’s team of
educators united to plan and prepare for the
District’s first-ever distance learning program,
ensuring continued learning for students at
home through a robust, high-quality academic
program delivered virtually.

To prepare, administrators and teachers
worked collaboratively with instructional
coaches and department chairs to to identify
and incorporate digital resources that would
give students the opportunity to master
standards that have been presented over the
school year and improve their grades for the
spring semester.

Using Google Classroom and Google
Hangouts Meet, teachers host virtual
classrooms, counselors hold one-on-one
meetings and students interact with
one another from the safety of their
own homes.

“Although learning from home on such an

extended basis wasn't in the plan, | have seen
our teachers, staff and administrators rise to
the challenge and demonstrate their continued
dedication to and support of our students,”’
Superintendent Dr. Edward Zuniga said.

Critical to the District’s transition is its
Access for All program, which provided
students with laptops for school and home
use at the beginning of the school year and
kickstarted the regular use of digital learning
and teaching. The District also assisted students
with limited internet access and other barriers
to their success.

“This situation posed many challenges for our
students, families and educators, but | am so
proud of the work we have done together to
ensure students continue to excel, even under
the most unusual circumstances,” Zuniga said.

Virtual instruction will continue through
June 4.

S S A BT PR R

3A16B K EIZR%E, El MonteBtEETHIHE
A B BRI E i3S 2 = R R A AR BE B R
B, SEEEEREAREEENERBHNTER
BEE,

RTERE, THAEBRYMEHBHEASRE
HMasymiRaE SKESHBLERRSZE
EREERENF FBANEES SRS,

# FGoogle Classroom & Google Hangouts
Meet, HEMMEMEREZE, BMET—H—@
#, BERTEMARERILER,

BEfRDr. Edward Zuniga®ir~: [HAEREE
MEERTERENEZN, RRIHMBERITH
AETERE, RESENRNIIHEE. |

HEBREEE T Access for All stEBABEE, H
SENRHBAETVNEREBRRERER, B
FEEERASMNEERYEE, BEMHHBRER
BRREMERSZE,

Zuniga®r: (EMEERH2EE. REERYE
ABEERFTSHE, BERREBBBRMLERTH
FIME, BERSLEFREES, ERHSHRN
&t J Arroyo High Spanish teacher Melinda Flores conducts a lesson for students via YouTube.

ERHERIFER 6H4H, Arroyo & 4R FEHI ZF 55 B Melinda Flores i#38 YouTube &2 & B3R T 5212,

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION

ERARFE PEER
Florencio F. Briones Dr. Edward Zuniga
President/ £/ Superintendent/ 48 &
Maria Morgan Woael Elatar
Vice President/ &| £ Chief Business Officer/
Carlos G. Salcedo
Clerk/% & Larry Cecil
Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services/
David Diaz HH RA BB
Member/ & &
TLION Huiag Felipe Ibarra
VD ‘eluoW |3 Ricardo Padilla

Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources/
K 64

divd ‘ajuo “8Ay UOSUYO - Member/ & &
oBois0g S LELL6 VO BIUOW |3 "8AY Yor£Ese ||

810 1yorUoN LD1¥1SIA TOOHDS HOIH NOINN IINOW 13

(626) 444-9005 * www.emuhsd.org
f ¥ © @EIMonteUHSD




EL MONTE UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

SUPERINTENDENT'’S MESSAGE

The end of the 2019-20 year is upon
us. Though it has been shaped by months
of challenges caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, this year has showcased the
strength and resilience of our community
during times
of uncertainty.

To protect the health, safety and well-being
of our school community, El Monte Union
extended the school dismissal period through
the end of the school year, physically closing
our campuses to students and refocusing our
efforts to deliver instruction through a robust
distance learning program.

As our educators innovated ways to
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deliver their lessons and help students
overcome obstacles, we regularly assessed
the needs of students and made real-time
decisions to support their success and ensure
equity.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, |
want to thank our critical staff - including
those in nutrition, custodial and technology
services - who have worked tirelessly to
provide seamless delivery of services to
our community.

| also want to thank the El Monte Union
community - our parents, teachers, staff and
students - for their patience, understanding
and continued support of our schools and
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District as we moved through uncharted
territory and navigated a new way of life. |
want to recognize our community partners,
including the City of El Monte, EM/SEM
Chamber of Commerce, Hooplife LLC, Roye Xu
Foundation and our state legislators, for their
generous donations, advocacy and support.
While we prepare for a safe return, it is
critical that everyone does their part and
practices social distancing, staying at home
as much as possible and maintaining good
hygiene. With all of us working together and
following public health directives, we can
help keep our community healthy and return
to a life of normalcy sooner rather than later.
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CENSUS 2020: LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!

By completing the Census, community members are helping to ensure El Monte Union receives the funding needed to
support our schools, programs and students. Complete the Census from home: my2020census.gov or (844) 330-2020.
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A Message to the Class of 2020
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Four years ago, you entered high school nervous and
scared, yet excited, about the next chapter of your lives.

You experienced pep rallies, football games, dances, were
inspired by teachers, made lifelong friendships and were
looking forward to the many events that are a culmination of
your academic careers.

Due to circumstances beyond our control, however, there
is little choice but to conclude your last year of high school
from home. We know it isn’'t what you wanted. It's not what
we wanted.

We know how important these moments of joy -
including senior activities, prom, grad night and especially
graduation - are to you, your friends and families.

But as we overcome this pandemic and do our part to
ensure the health and safety of our community, we are
postponing graduation ceremonies and are working with senior
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student leadership groups to explore creative ways in which to
celebrate our seniors, both virtually and in a public setting, if it
is safe.

We are committed to celebrating the achievements of
our Class of 2020 and are doing everything in our power to
ensure our graduates get the recognition they deserve as
they conclude their high school journey.

No other graduating class has ever experienced anything
like this, but do not let it take away from the incredible
work you have put into reaching this critical milestone. Your
resilience, strength, community spirit and achievements are
inspiring and do not go unnoticed.

Emerge from this experience stronger, with more
ambition and determination than ever before. This is still
your year. Make it count.
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District Serves Thousands
of Free Meals to Students

In an effort to maintain program
integrity, El Monte Union has instituted
guidelines for its distribution sites:
e Meals are distributed on a first-come,
first-served basis based on availability.
e Meals are offered to any student who is
present at any participating school.
e No ID is required for students. ”
e |t is recommended that children be

While practicing social distancing and
wearing protective gear, El Monte Union
nutrition services staff members were
on track to serve 295,000 breakfast and
lunch to-go meals - which include fruits,
vegetables, milk and entrées - from
Arroyo, El Monte and South El Monte
high schools before the end of the
2019-20 school year.
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“It is vital we all do our part to help
one another during this challenging time,
which includes keeping our essential
meal service program up-and-running
for our community’s children,” Director
of Nutrition Services Suzy Sayre said.

“l want to thank our District for its
commitment and our staff for their
tireless work and dedication.”
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present when parents are picking up
meals. For parents who cannot bring their
children to pick up meals:
e The District limits the number of
meals to no more than three.
e School staff may seek verification of
student enrollment from parents to
avoid duplicate meals.

: I THEHIERER. |

| <

BERLEE

RIS BERE R 2R R PR AR A
B, 2019-20 B£[KA] El Monte H&&
# Arroyo . El Monte & South EI Monte
= S E RS A BIRALEIE 295,000 7
BERFEINGER, GRKR. ZHA
RiRR,

B MR EE Suzy Sayre Fin: [&#E
BERRIERFH, BPIEMEFAS BEHEGEZ
REZH, GSEBETNUHSEES
R#BtE. REERHBENENIRAR

FHeRER

RTHFTEKNTEN, ElMonte
SEREHIESBMEAIEEFRR
o BRFIRMAERLREHIRL 42, EHTAIL,
o BRI EEBRKRMELE, BHETENER.
o BARBEHREAE,
o ERZRXRENBAREEAAY. ELELEEE
ENEENRER:
o BEFIRFBZSMNEERSEN =17
o BRABTERRRHRSEM
BEY, EBREEENER.

GRAB-AND-GO MEAL DISTRIBUTION LOCATIONS

SMERRIEIME/BE

Meals are distributed from 9 a.m. to noon Monday through Friday to children 18 and younger at:
EARBE—FBERR FORE R FSEM18EIATHERE, MBTE:

e Arroyo High School, 4921 Cedar Ave., El Monte

e El Monte High School, 3048 Tyler Ave., El Monte

e South El Monte High School, 1001 Durfee Ave., El Monte
e Potrero School, 2611 N. Potrero Ave., El Monte

e Gidley School, 10226 E. Lower Azusa Road, El Monte
e Shirpser School, 4020 Gibson Road, El Monte

e Payne School, 2850 Mountain View Road, El Monte
o Kranz Intermediate, 12460 Fineview St., El Monte

e Durfee School, 12233 Star St., El Monte

Celebrations for the Class of 2020
continue as seniors start to receive
their college acceptance letters, win
scholarships and plan for the next stage
of their academic futures.

Dana Hua - an El Monte High
senior who was awarded the 2019
QuestBridge National College
Match Scholarship - plans to
study computation and cognition
at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. The $200,000 scholarship
will cover tuition and fees, room and
board, books and supplies.

“After four years of not sleeping,
| can’t believe | got into my dream
school,” said Hua, who develops

educational gaming apps during 24-
hour hackathons.

Mountain View High senior Erika
Rivera in February signed a letter of
intent to play softball at Pitzer College,
an NCAA Division Il university, where
she plans to major in psychology and
pursue a career in teaching.

“l want to thank everyone who has
helped me throughout my high school
experience - my parents, teachers
and friends who have pushed me even
after those long days after softball,”
said Rivera, a varsity scholar athlete in
softball and soccer.

First-generation college student
Santiago Alvillar of South EI Monte

e Twin Lakes School, 3900 Gilman Road, El Monte

High is one of 30 students to win
a $40,000 Edison International
Scholarship. He is also the recipient
of a $25,000 National Horatio Alger
Association Scholarship.

He will study engineering physics
with a specialty in quantum science
and minor in environmental systems
engineering at one of the most elite
universities in the world - Stanford.

“Providing me with a college
education has always been important
to my parents and to me as well,’
Alvillar said. “My accomplishments are
a reflection of the support everyone
has given me.”
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e Encinita School, 4515 Encinita Ave., Rosemead

e Savannah School, 3720 Rio Hondo Ave., Rosemead
e Muscatel School, 4201 Ivar Ave., Rosemead

e Shively School, 1431 Central Ave., South El Monte

Santiago Alvillar
South El Monte High School

Dana Hua
El Monte High School

Erika “Kika” Rivera
Mountain View High School
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Student Chefs Impress in the Kitchen
Video Team Captures It All

Three El Monte Union culinary arts student teams raced against the clock - and
each other - to create and plate the most appetizing dish during the District’s
second annual Culinary Showdown, with Mountain View triumphing over teams
from Rosemead and Arroyo high schools.

The showdown, which took place March 10, highlighted the District’s Food
Science and Food Service career pathways, as well as Mountain View’s VISTA
Academy communications program.

The event challenged student chefs from each school to plan and prepare an
enticing meal, featuring a mystery box of ingredients - tri tip, asparagus and orzo -
in 75 minutes. Students added their own touches to the mix with ingredients from
the pantry, hoping to impress the judges’ panel with their culinary expertise.

Meanwhile, VISTA students, equipped with cameras, boom mikes and viewfinders,
covered the competition from every angle and conducted on-air interviews.

“We are tremendously proud of the collaboration between all of our schools
and students, who demonstrated skills they’ve learned in the culinary arts and
television production pathways, as well as their capacity to thrive under pressure,’
Superintendent Dr. Edward Zuniga said.
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District Parent Volunteers
Demonstrate Leadership

Whether it’s helping staff a school event, providing meals and snacks for District
functions or participating in one of the many parent leadership opportunities
offered, El Monte Union's parent volunteers are ready and available whenever
they're called upon for assistance.

El Monte Union recently recognized the parent volunteers who made such District
events as the second annual Posada and inaugural Lunar New Year possible.

The District also commended over 150 parents who attended the 24th annual
Parent Involvement Academy, during which they received support and resources to
ensure their children’s success in school.

Each school site hosts academies that empower parents to stay engaged in their
child’s education and learn more about technology and well-being, among other topics.

“Our parents are such an incredible force at our schools - they empower each
other in their quest to help their children succeed, offer their support to our teachers
and staff and cultivate an environment in which they feel comfortable asking
questions and getting answers,’ Superintendent Dr. Edward Zuniga said. “They are a
valuable resource in our school community and we deeply appreciate them.”
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Mountain View High School wins the Culinary Showdown.
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We wish Arroyo High Principal Angie Gonzales and

EMRAS Principal Dr. Deborah Kerr a wonderful retirement!
#M# Arroyo &R Angie Gonzales  EMRAS ¥ Dr. Deborah Kerr ;B {k k!

Thank you for your
years of service
and dedication

to our students.
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Rosemead High School is one of 1,800 schools worldwide to offer the AP Capstone
Diploma program, a sequence of two year-long courses that will enable students to
hone critical skills in research, collaboration, writing, evidence-based arguments and
communication.

AP Seminar is expected to launch at Rosemead in fall 2020 and AP Research in fall 2021.

“AP Capstone will allow our students to develop key academic and professional skills
they'll need in college and beyond, while challenging them to become self-confident,
independent thinkers,” Principal Dr. Brian Bristol said. “Our teachers will also have more
leeway with curriculum choices and support student access to challenging coursework.”

In AP Seminar, students choose and evaluate complex topics through multiple
lenses; identify credibility and bias in sources; and develop arguments in support of
a recommendation. In AP Research, students design, execute, present and defend a
yearlong research-based investigation on a topic of their choice.

Students who score a 3 or higher in both courses and on four additional AP exams of
their choosing earn the AP Capstone Diploma. Students who score a 3 or higher in both
AP Seminar and AP Research will only earn the certificate.
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