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District Prepares for Spring Semester
Instruction with Safety in Mind

El Monte Union will begin the spring semester with
distance learning through March 12, 2021. Teaching and
learning will continue under the District’s current fall
schedule, with students taking three courses for each
term of the spring semester.

The District continues to prepare for a gradual return
to in-person learning when health conditions permit, by
refining hybrid instructional models.

Los Angeles County is permitting on-campus learning
pods to allow districts to provide in-person academic
support and targeted specialized or intervention
services to small groups of students with Individualized
Education Plans (IEPs) and English learners.

The District will continue to offer on-campus support
for identified students through their campus learning
pods, which include small cohorts of students with
assigned supervising adults per group.

In compliance with all provisions for the safe
reopening of schools plan provided by the Los Angeles
County Department of Public Health, EMUHSD has
established a Reopening of Schools Task Force that
includes classroom protocols, social and emotional
support, sanitizing procedures, family engagement
and safety guidelines while students and staff are on
campus. The Board of Trustees will make a decision prior
to Feb. 17, 2021, on whether students will continue

Distance Learning for the remainder of the academic
school year.

El Monte Union continues to follow guidance from
the California Department of Education and the Los
Angeles County Department of Public Health to
ensure safety measures are implemented, students are
connected and learning from home, and meals
are distributed.

District staff is receiving ongoing training for
implementing safety measures, guidance on maintaining
social distancing and hygiene practices. EMUHSD has
implemented a single point of entry at each site and
facilities continue to be sanitized regularly.

Educators and administrators also participate in
professional development trainings on effective
strategies for distance learning and how to promote and
maintain student engagement.

The District calendar consists of two quarters,
consisting of three 80-minute periods five days a week.
Participation data will be monitored daily to ensure
consistent attendance.

Students continue to have access to counselors,
nurses, psychologists, child welfare and attendance
coordinators, comprehensive student support
coordinators, community liaisons and continued
partnerships with mental health agencies.

El Monte Union is also working on implementing
wellness centers at every school for when in-person
instruction returns, and a virtual wellness center that is
accessible to students and staff during distance learning.

EMUHSD is dedicated to providing instructional
resources to support an intellectually challenging
learning environment.

Hoc Khu Chuan Bi Cho Huéng Dan Hoc Ky
Mua Xuan Dwa Trén Tinh Than An Toan

El Monte Union comenzara el semestre de primavera cEl
Monte Union sé b3t dau hoc ky mua xuan véi hinh thic hoc
tlr xa dén hét ngay 12 thang 3 nam 2021. Viéc day va hoc sé
ti€p tuc theo lich hoc mua thu hién tai cta Hoc Khu, trong
dé hoc sinh sé tham gia ba khéa hoc cho méi ky ctia hoc ky
mua xuan.

Hoc khu tiép tuc chuan bi cho viéc dan tré lai trudng hoc
truc tiép khi diéu kién strc khée cho phép, bang cach cai
thién cac mé hinh gidng day két hop.

Quan Los Angeles sé cho phép cac nhém hoc tap tai
trudng, diéu ndy cho phép cac hoc khu cung cap su hd trg
hoc tap truc tiép va cac dich vu can thiép hodc muc tiéu
chuyén biét danh cho cac nhém nhé hoc sinh v&i K& Hoach
Gido Duc Ca Nhan Héa (IEP) va nhirng ngudi hoc tiéng Anh.

Hoc khu sé tiép tuc cung cap su hd tro hoc tai trudng cho
cac hoc sinh dugc xac dinh théng qua cac nhém hoc tap tai
trudng, bao gobm cac nhdm nho hoc sinh vai ngudi 16n duoc
chi dinh giam sat cho mbi nhém.
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PE tuan thu tat ca cac quy dinh vé k& hoach mé lai trudng
hoc an toan do S&'Y Té Céng Cong Quan Los Angeles cung
cap, EMUHSD d3 thanh lap Luc Lugng Dac Nhiém M@ Lai
Trudng Hoc bao gébm cac quy trinh trong 16p hoc, hé tro
xa héi va tinh than, quy trinh vé sinh, su tham gia cta gia
dinh va huéng dan an toan trong khi hoc sinh va nhan vién
c6 mat tai trudng. Hoi déng quan tri sé dua ra quyét dinh
trudc ngay 17 thang 2 nam 2021, vé viéc hoc sinh cé tiép
tuc hoc tir xa hay khéng trong thoi gian con lai ciia nam hoc.

El Monte Union tiép tuc tuan theo huéng dan cta S&
Gido Duc California va Bd Y T€ Quan Los Angeles dé dam
bado cac bién phap an toan duogc thuc hién, hoc sinh dugc
két n6i va hoc tap tai nha, va cac bira an sé dugc phan phat.

Nhan vién ctia hoc khu dang duoc dao tao lién tuc dé
thuc hién cac bién phap an toan, huéng dan duy tri cac thuc
hanh vé sinh va gian cach xa hdi. EMUHSD d3 trién khai
mot diém vao duy nhat tai moi dia diém va cac co s& tiép
tuc duoc vé sinh thudng xuyén.
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Cac nha gido duc va quan ly cling tham gia vao cac khoa
dao tao phat trién chuyén moén vé cac chién lugc hiéu qua
cho viéc hoc tir xa va cach thuc day va duy tri su tham gia
cla hoc sinh.

Lich trinh ctia Hoc khu bao gbébm hai quy, gdm c6 ba tiét
hoc 80 phut, nam ngay moét tuan. Dir liéu vé viéc tham gia sé
dugrc theo ddi hang ngay dé€ dam bao su tham gia nhat quan.

Hoc sinh ti€p tuc duoc ti€p can véi cac 6 van, y t4, nha
tam ly hoc, diéu phdi vién tham gia va phuc lgi tré em, diéu
phéi vién hd trg hoc sinh toan dién, lién lac vién cong dong
va ti€p tuc hop tac vdi cic co quan strc khoe tam than.

El Monte Union cling dang lam viéc dé trién khai cac
trung tam cham séc strc khoe tai méi trudng hoc khi cé su
huéng dan truc tiép va mot trung tam cham séc st khoe
truc tuyén cé thé tiép can cho hoc sinh va nhan vién trong
qua trinh dao tao tur xa.

EMUHSD chuyén cung cap cac ngudn tai liéu hudng dan
dé hé trog mot moéi trudng hoc tap day thach thirc vé tri tué.
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SUPERINTENDENT'’S MESSAGE

El Monte Union High School District began
the 2020-21 school year with distance learning,
while providing students with the same robust
and engaging education to which they are
accustomed. Our teachers, administrators and
staff have gone above and beyond to ensure
students are supported at home, not only
academically, but emotionally as well.

Keeping the health and safety of our
community in mind, our District has been hard
at work preparing for the return of students
to our campuses by developing hybrid models
that supplement distance learning and provides
a pivotal transition back to the classroom.

Planning for a potential return to in-classroom
instruction will continue this spring and will follow
guidance from local and state public health officials
and the Los Angeles County Office of Education.

Meanwhile, our teachers and students are
accomplishing great things and performing
heroic deeds.

El Monte High School art teacher Patrice Cooley
was named the 2020 California Visual Art Educator
of the Year. Fernando R. Ledesma High School
Opportunity teacher Patty Autran was honored as
the 2020-21 District Teacher of the Year.

The El Monte Promise Foundation and El
Monte Union High School District honored 1,800

Class of 2020 graduates with 400 individualized
banners across our local communities.

Also, our Nutrition Services staff have served
over 772,600 meals to students since the
closure of school last spring.

Across our District, students and teachers
continue to exhibit excellence in education,
exemplifying what it truly means to be a
community.

On behalf of our Board of Trustees, thank you
for your continued trust and support. We thank
you for doing your part to keep our students
healthy and safe, and collaborating with us in our
mission to ensure the success of all students.

THONG PIEP CUA GIAM POC HOC KHU

Hoc khu El Monte Union High School d3 b3t dau ndm hoc
2020-21 véi hinh thirc dao tao tir xa, dong thai cung cap cho
hoc sinh mét nén gido duc déng nhat,manh mé va hap dan
ma cac em da dugc ti€p thu. Cac gido vién, ban gidm hiéu va
nhan vién cla ching téi da luén nd luc hét minh dé dam bao
hoc sinh dugc hé tro tai nha, khéng chi vé mat hoc tap ma
con vé mat tinh than.

Ludn quan tdm dén sirc khoe va su an toan cua cong dong,
Hoc Khu cta ching t6i da 1am viéc chdm chi dé€ chuan bi cho
viéc dua hoc sinh tré lai trudng bang cach phat trién cac
md hinh két hop bé sung cho viéc hoc tir xa va cung cap sy
chuyén dé&i quan trong cho viéc trd lai 16p hoc.

Lén ké hoach giang day cho kha nang tré lai 16p hoc sé tiép

tuc vao mua xuan ndy va sé tuan theo su huéng dan cla cac
quan chirc y t€ céng cong dia phuong va ti€u bang va Vin
Phong Gido Duc Quan Los Angeles.

Trong khi dé, thay va tro chdng téi dang hoan thanh nhirng
diéu to I&n va thuc hién nhirng hanh déng phi thuong.

Gido vién bd mon nghé thuat Patrice Cooley cta Trudong
Trung Hoc El Monte dugc vinh danh 1a Nha Gido Duc Mon
Nghé Thuat Thi Giac cta nam 2020 tai California. Gido
vién Patty Autran cta Trudong Trung Hoc dao tao ky nang
Fernando R. Ledesma dugc vinh danh |a Gido Vién ctia Hoc
Khu ndm 2020-21.

Quy El Monte Promise va Hoc khu El Monte Union High
School d3 vinh danh 1,800 sinh vién tét nghiép tir khéa 2020

El Monte High School art teacher Patrice Cooley has a flair
for connecting with her students, encouraging beginning and
experienced artists alike to bring their unique voice and passion
to their art.

For her exceptional ability to empower students, set standards for
quality education and achieve the highest level of professionalism in art education, Cooley has
been recognized as the California Art Education Association (CAEA) 2020 Outstanding Visual Art
Educator of the Year. She was honored at CAEA's virtual state conference in November and will
represent California at the 2021 National Art Education Association convention.

“l am incredibly grateful to my mentors and all the people I've worked with at El Monte
Union and CAEA who have helped and encouraged me,” said Cooley, a 22-year art teacher
who has been with the District since 2016. “They are great partners. | would also like to thank
my students for being open-minded and willing to learn. | have the best job in the world.”

Cooley instills in her students the importance of critical thinking, problem solving and
resilience, skills that are necessary for academic success and career planning.

“It's important for students to see art in a bigger context,” Cooley said. “The key is
understanding that you are connecting the overreaching concepts and principles of art to
something in your life, whether it be in a class, at a job or developing your own business.”

Gaining insight from life lessons and wanting to share her knowledge with young students,
Cooley realized her calling was art education.

“Art was always my passion. Although | wasn’t amazing, | was good at thinking and
having ideas,” Cooley said. “When students improve their craft, it empowers them. They tell
themselves ‘I'm better than | thought.”

Patrice Cooley, gido vién nghé thuat ctia Trudng Trung Hoc El Monte, rat khéo léo trong viéc két noi
Vi cac hoc sinh ctia minh, khuyén khich cac nghé si méi bat dau va giau kinh nghiém mang lai tiéng néi
ddc ddo va niém dam mé cho nghé thuat ctia cdc em.Véi kha ndng dic biét clia ¢ trong viéc thic day
hoc sinh, thiét [ap cac tiéu chuln vé chat luong gido duc va dat dugc mirc do chuyén nghiép cao nhat
trong linh vure gido duc nghé thuat, Cooley da duoc cong nhan la Nha Gido Duc Nghé Thuat Thi Gidc
Xuat Sac trong ndm ctia Hiép Hoi Gido Duc Nghé Thuat California (CAEA) 2020. C6 d3 duoc vinh danh
tai hoi nghi tiéu bang t6 chirc qua mang ctia CAEA vao thang 11 va sé dai dién cho California tai hdi nghi
cla Hiép Hoi Gido Duc Nghé Thuat Quéc Gia nam 2021.

“Toi vo cling biét on nhitng ngudi c6 van cla toi va tat ca nhirng ngudi toi da lam viéc clng tai El
Monte Union va CAEA, nhiing nguai da gitp dé va khuyén khich téi,” Cooley, gido vién nghé thuat 22
nam trong nghé da l1am viéc v6i Hoc khu tir ndm 2016 cho biét. “Ho 13 nhitng doi tac tuyét vai. Toi cling
mudéh cdm on cac hoc sinh ctia t6i da cdi mad va san sang hoc hai. Toi ¢é cong viéc tot nhat trén thé giéi”

Cooley truyén cho hoc sinh tdm quan trong ctia tu’ duy phan bién, kha nang giai quyét van dé va
kha nang phuc hoi, nhitng ky nang can thiét cho sur thanh cong trong hoc tap va lén k& hoach cho nghé
nghiép.

Cooley nai, “Diéu quan trong 1 hoc sinh phai nhin nghé thuat trong mét béi canh rong 16n hon. Diéu
mau chét [a cdc em phai hiéu rang cac em dang két néi cac khai niém va nguyén tac nghé thuat véi diéu
gi do trong cudc sdng chia cac em, cho du dé la trong mét I6p hoc, mét cong viéc hay phat trién cong
viéc kinh doanh cta riéng minh.”

C6 dugc cai nhin sau sac tir nhirng bai hoc cudc séng va mudn chia sé kién thirc ctia minh véi cac
hoc sinh, Cooley nhan ra muc tiéu cta c6 la gido duc nghé thuat.

“Nghé thuat luén la niém dam mé cuia téi. Mac du t6i khéng xuat sac nhung téi ¢é tw duy va co y
tudng,” Cooley chia sé. “Khi hoc sinh cai thién ky nang cta minh, diéu do sé gitip cac em c6 kha nang

Fernando R. Ledesma High School
Opportunity teacher Patty Autran’s love for
teaching was sparked as a third-grader when

Dr. Edward Zuniga
Superintendent/
Superintendente

v6i 400 biéu nglr dugc ca nhan héa trén khip cac cong dong
dia phuong cta ching ta.

Ngoai ra, nhan vién Dich Vu Dinh Duédng cua ching toi da
phuc vu hon 772.600 bira dn cho hoc sinh ké tir khi trudng
déng clra vao mua xuan nam ngoai.

Trén khap Hoc Khu ctia ching t6i, hoc sinh va gido vién
ti€p tuc thé hién su xuat sac trong gido duc, thé hién y nghia
that su clia viéc song va déng gbp trong mot cong dong.

Thay mat Ban Quan Tri, xin cdm on quy vi da va dang
ti€p tuc tin tuang va ang hd. Ching téi cdm on quy vi da
1am phan viéc ctia minh dé gitr cho cac hoc sinh cta ching
ta khoe manh va an toan, déng thdi cong tac vaGi ching téi
trong s&r ménh dam bao su thanh céng cua tat ca hoc sinh.

she - the only Spanish-speaking student in class
- was asked by her teacher to help an English learner who had just joined

the class.

Autran, however, put her teaching dreams on hold after high school to
serve in the United States Air Force, an experience that has greatly shaped
her teaching philosophy. There, she learned the importance of structure
and discipline, how strength comes through unity, and to never leave
anyone behind - values that Autran brings to her students every day.

For her commitment to helping Ledesma’s most vulnerable students
achieve their academic and personal goals, Autran has been selected as
El Monte Union’s 2020-21 Teacher of the Year. She accepted her award
during the District’s virtual Opening of Schools program on Aug. 17.

“| constantly strive to provide my students with a sense of belonging,

a sense of security, the absolute certainty they are cared for and the
knowledge that they are amazing human beings with so much to
contribute,” Autran said. “l want to thank everyone who has allowed me to
realize my dream of teaching.”

Long yéu nghé cua gido vién Patty Autran ctia Trudng Trung Hoc Fernando
R. Ledesma da duoc khai ddy khi cd con 13 hoc sinh 16p ba - hoc sinh néi tiéng
Tay Ban Nha duy nhat trong 16p - dugc gido vién yéu cau giip d& mot ngudi hoc
tiéng Anh vira mai tham gia I6p hoc.

Tuy nhién, Autran da gac lai uéc mo giang day ctia minh sau khi tot nghiép
trung hoc dé phuc vu trong Luc luong Khong quan Hoa Ky, mét trai nghiém da
hinh thanh nén triét Iy giang day ctia c6. O d6, cé hoc dwoc tAm quan trong ctia
cu tric va ky luat, sirc manh ¢ duoc nhu thé ndo nhd su doan két va khéng
bao gio bé lai bat ky ai - nhirng gia tri ma Autran mang lai cho hoc sinh ctia minh

mbi ngay.

Vi cam két gitip nhitng hoc sinh dé bi t6n thuong nhat ctia Ledesma dat dugc
cac muc tiéu ca nhan va hoc tap clia cac em, Autran da duoc chon la Gido vién
clia nam 2020-21 ctia El Monte Union. C6 da nhan giai thudng ctia minh trong
chuong trinh Khai giang t6 chirc qua mang ctia Hoc khu vao ngay 17 thang 8.

“Toi khéng ngling c6 gang mang dén cho hoc sinh ctia minh cam giac than
thudc, cdm giac an toan, su bao dam tuyét déi rang chung duoc chdm séc va cac
em |a nhirng con ngudi tuyét vai vai rat nhiéu déng gop,” Autran néi. “Téi cam
thay rat biét on vi da c6 co héi lam viéc vai cac em hoc sinh va tat ca cac dong
nghiép cla toi trong nhirng ndm qua. Téi muén cdm on tat ca nhirng nguai da cho
t6i thurc hién udc mo giang day ctia minh.”

Autran dén El Monte Union vao ndm 2000 vdi tu cach 1a gido vién day thé
va bat dau giang day mon Lich Str Hoa Ky tai Truding danh cho Ngudi Lén El
Monte-Rosemead vao ndm 2001. Sau khi dat dugc chirng chi mén day duy nhat
clia minh tai Cal Poly Pomona vao nam 2008, Autran dugc thué lam gido vién
cho Chuong Trinh Co Hoi cia Ledesma, gitip hoc sinh hoan thanh tét cac yéu cau
@ truong trung hoc, cai thién viéc dén |&p va dat dugc cac ky nang phan dau va

long tu trong.
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El Monte Community Bands Together to Support
Class of 2020 with Graduation Banners

The El Monte Promise Foundation (EMPF) and El
Monte Union High School District are honoring 1,800
Class of 2020 graduates with 400 individualized banners
displayed along major corridors and streets across the
three cities that the District’s six high schools call home.

The banners - which recognize graduates from
Arroyo, El Monte, Fernando R. Ledesma, Mountain View,
Rosemead and South El Monte high schools - are each
personalized with up to four student photos, names and

post-graduation plans for college, trade school or military.

The celebration was made possible through a special
partnership with the cities of El Monte, Rosemead and
South El Monte and with generous support from Longo
Lexus and Longo Toyota, Los Angeles County Supervisor
Hilda Solis, as well as dozens of educators, parents and
community donors.

“We are proud to promote this region-wide
collaboration to support our students and encourage

all of our current and future graduates,” said EMPF
Executive Director Jennifer Cobian, who spearheaded the
initiative. “We could not have done it without the help of
our city and community partners.”

The Class of 2020 donation campaign was created in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic that halted many
graduation ceremonies across the nation. Community
members can view the graduation banners on streetlights
within District boundaries and near each high school.

Cac Ban Nhac Cong Dong El Monte Cuing Nhau Ung Ho
Lép Hoc Nam 2020 Véi Biéu Ngir Tot Nghiép

Quy El Monte Promise (EMPF) va Hoc Khu El Monte
Union High School vinh danh 1.800 hoc sinh t6t nghiép
khéa 2020 véi 400 bi€u ngtr ca nhan duoc trung bay doc
theo cac hanh lang va cac dudng pho chinh trén ba thanh
phé ma sdu trudng trung hoc ctia Hoc khu goi 1a nha.

Cac bi€u ngir - céng nhan hoc sinh tét nghiép tir
cac truong trung hoc Arroyo, El Monte, Fernando R.
Ledesma, Mountain View, Rosemead va South El Monte
- duoc ca nhan hoa véi téi da bon anh hoc sinh, tén va
ké hoach sau khi tét nghiép dai hoc, trudng thuong mai
hodc quan déi.

Buéi 1é duoc thuc hién théng qua su hop tac dac biét
gilra cac thanh phé El Monte, Rosemead va South El
Monte cling véi su’ hé tro hao phéng tir Longo Lexus
va Longo Toyota, Giam sat vién Quan Los Angeles Hilda

Solis, cling nhu hang chuc nha gido duc, phu huynh va
cac nha tai tro trong cong dong .

“Chung t6i tu hao thuc day su hop tac trén toan khu
vire nay dé ho trg hoc sinh ctia chiing t6i va khuyén
khich tat ca hoc sinh tét nghiép hién tai va twong lai cta
chudng t6i, "Giam déc Diéu hanh EMPF Jennifer Cobian,
ngudi dan dau sang kién cho biét. “Ching toi khong thé
1am dugc diéu do néu khéng co su gitip d& cta cac déi
tac thanh phé va céng déng.”

Chién dich quyén gdp cho khda 2020 duoc tao ra dé

- d6i phé véi dai dich COVID-19 d3 khién nhiéu 1€ tét

nghiép trén toan quéc tam dirng. Cac thanh vién céng
doéng co em cac biéu ngir t6t nghiép & cac dén
duong h giéi Quan va gan méi truong

trung

El Monte Union Celebrates Posada with

Tunnel of Lights, Dancing, Tamales

More than 400 families drove through a tunnel of
Christmas lights, enjoyed performances by Folklorico
dancers, received an authentic tamale dinner and
treats from Santa, including pan dulce, during El
Monte Union High School District’s third annual
Posada holiday event on Dec. 4.

Blending Mexican and American traditions, the
District's Posada offered parents and students the
opportunity to gather safely for a night of good
food and fun. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this
year’s Posada was transformed by staff and parent
volunteers into a drive-thru parade.

Cars lined up outside the District office before

touring through a Christmas light tunnel, popping
open trunks to receive a tamale, rice and bean
dinner, treats from Santa, EMUHSD mugs and other
swag, as well as pan dulce for the whole family.

those who could not participate received contactless
delivery of meals, gifts and treats on Saturday, Dec. 5.

Accountability and Family Engagement, leads the
team that staged the annual event.

tradition, doing it in the safest way possible, because
we could all use some holiday cheer this year,’

Families registered for the event in November;

Edith Echeverria, Director of Assessment,

“It was important to our District to continue this

Echeverria said.

Staff members and volunteers from across the
District came together to make the Posada event
possible. EMUHSD parents Cynthia Arredondo,
Mountain View High School and Maria Celedon,
El Monte High School, said hosting this event was
important, especially after such a challenging year.

“It is nice to see our District providing our
community with the opportunity to celebrate the
holidays in the middle of this pandemic,” Celedon
said. “l also think it is important to emphasize that
the District has made a great effort to ensure that
this event is not only beautiful, but also safe.”

El Monte Union T6 Chirc Lé Hdi Posada véi Duang
Ham Giang Dén, Khiéu Vi, Mén An Tamales

Hon 400 gia dinh d3 1ai xe qua duong ham den
Giang Sinh, thudng thirc man trinh dién cta cac vi
cdng Folklorico, nhan bira t8i tamale dich thuc va banh
keo tir 6ng gia Noel, bao gbm ca mon pan dulce, trong
su kién ngay 1é Posada hang ndm Ian thi ba ctia Hoc
Khu El Monte Union High School vao ngay 4 thang 12.

Pha tron giira truyén théng Mexico va My, |1& Posada
clia Hoc Khu mang dén cho phu huynh va hoc sinh co
hoi tu hop an toan dé cé6 mét dém an ngon va vui vé.
Do dai dich COVID-19, Posada nam nay da dugc nhan
vién va phu huynh tinh nguyén vién bién thanh mot
cudc diéu hanh lai xe qua dudng.

Xe x€p hang dai bén ngoai van phong Hoc Khu trudce
khi di tham quan qua dudng hdm anh sang Giang Sinh,

m& c6p dé nhan bira téi tamale, com va dau, banh keo
tlr ng gia Noel, céc ctaEMUHSD va cac mén do khéc,
cling nhu moén pan dulce cho ca gia dinh.

Cac gia dinh da dang ky su kién vao thang 11; nhirng
nguoi khong thé tham gia nhan dugc bita an, qua tang
va do6 an vat theo cach khong tiép xuc vao thir Bay,
ngay 5 thang 12.

Edith Echeverria, Giam Déc Danh Gia, Trach Nhiém
Giai Trinh va G3n Két Gia Dinh, din dau nhém t6 chirc
su kién hang nam.

“Diéu quan trong doi véi Hoc Khu cda ching ta
14 duy tri truyén théng nay, va lam diéu do theo cach
an toan nhat c6 thé, vi tat ca ching ta déu cé thé lam
gi d6 dé€ 1én tinh than cho ky nghi ndm nay,’

Echeverria néi.

Cac nhan vién va tinh nguyén vién tir kh3p Hoc
khu da cung nhau lam cho su kién Posada tré nén kha
thi. Phu huynh EMUHSD Cynthia Arredondo, Trudng
Trung Hoc Mountain View va Maria Celedon, Truong
Trung Hoc El Monte, cho biét viéc t6 chirc su kién nay
14 quan trong, dac biét | sau mét ndm day thir thach
nhu vay.

Celedon noi: “That vui khi thdy Hoc Khu cua chdng
tdi mang dén cho cong ddng clia chiing ta co hoi dé ky
niém nhirng ngay 1é & gitra tran dai dich nay. Téi cling
nghi can nhan manh mét diéu quan trong 1a Hoc Khu
da rat nd luc dé dam bao ring su kién nay khong chi
dep ma con an toan”.




EL MONTE UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

WINTER 2021

South El Monte High Math Teacher Named Official
Honoree for the Bobby Salcedo Esperanza Award

South El Monte High School teacher Oscar
Castillo has been named an official honoree for the
Bobby Salcedo Esperanza Award. The award is given
to outstanding educators who exemplify Bobby
Salcedo's tireless commitment to education.

SEMHS Assistant Principal Cesar Castellanos said
that he and Principal Jorge Morales could not be
happier to hear about Castillo's recognition.

“Mr. Castillo is one the most dedicated educators |
have ever worked with,” Castellanos said. “He is more
than deserving of this award.”

Castillo has been working at South El Monte High
School since 2003 and has been working with the
District since 2002. During his time with SEMHS,
Castillo has served as a Cross Country Coach, Varsity
Boys Soccer Coach, Varsity Girls Soccer Coach,
Football Kicker Coach, Club Advisor, Academic
Decathlon Advisor, AVID and Leadership teacher,

teacher mentor and Link Crew Advisor.

Superintendent Edward Zuniga said that Castillo’s
accomplishment is being celebrated throughout the
community.

“Our District is incredibly proud of Oscar Castillo
being named as an official recipient of the Bobby
Salcedo Esperanza Award and we are glad that he is
being recognized for all of the incredible work he does
for our students and our community,” Superintendent
Zuniga said. “Congratulations, Oscar, and thank
you for continuing to exemplify the values
of EMUHSD.”

In addition to Castillo, the EMUHSD Nutrition
Services Department is also being recognized for their
heroic efforts since the start of the pandemic. Both
were honored Thursday, Dec. 10 at the El Monte
Promise Foundation’s 17th Annual Tamalada, which
was celebrated virtually.

Giao Vién Toan Trwong Trung Hoc South El Monte dugc Vinh Danh Chinh
Thirc cho Giai Thuwong Bobby Salcedo Esperanza

Giao vién Oscar Castillo clia trwong Trung Hoc South
El Monte da dugc vinh danh chinh thirc cho Giai Thudng
Bobby Salcedo Esperanza.

Giai thuéng dugc trao cho cac nha gido duc xuat sic,
nhirng ngudi néu lén tm guong céng hién khéng mét moi
clia Bobby Salcedo déi vai gido duc.

Tro' ly Hiéu truéng SEMHS Cesar Castellanos néi rang 6ng
va Hiéu Trudng Jorge Morales khéng thé vui hon khi nghe
tin vé su cdng nhan cla Castillo.

“Thay Castillo 1a mét trong nhirng nha gido duc tan tam
nhat ma téi tirng 1am viéc clng,” Castellanos noi. “Thay ay
xrng dang nhan duoc giai thudng nay.”

Thay Castillo 1am viéc tai Truéng Trung Hoc South El
Monte tir nam 2003 va lam viéc véi Hoc Khu tir nam 2002.
Trong thdi gian lam viéc cho SEMHS, thay Castillo da tirng
13 hudn luyén vién ddi tuyén viét da, huan luyén vién bong
da nam Varsity, huan luyén vién béng da nir Varsity, huan
luyén mdn thé thao football kicker, ¢& van cau lac bo, c8
van chuong trinh mudi mén phdi hop, gido vién clia chuong
trinh AVID va lanh dao, c¢6 van cho gido vién va Cé Van cla
Link Crew.

Giam Déc Hoc Khu, 6ng Edward Zuniga, néi ring thanh
tich cua Castillo dang dugc tén vinh trong toan céng déng.

“Hoc Khu cutia ching téi vo cling tu hio vé viéc thay

Oscar Castillo dugc vinh danh 1a ngudi chinh thirc nhan Giai
thudng Bobby Salcedo Esperanza va ching téi rat vui khi
thay dugc cong nhan vi tat ca nhirng cong viéc phi thudng
ma thay da lam cho hoc sinh va céng déng cua ching ta,”
Giadm Déc Hoc Khu Zuniga néi. “Xin chdc mirng, Oscar, va
cam on anh d3 tiép tuc thé hién cac gia tri ctia EMUHSD.”

Ngoai thay Castillo, B6 Phan Dich Vu Dinh Dudng
EMUHSD ciing dang dugc ghi nhan vi nhitng né luc dang ké
cUa ho ké tir khi bat dau dai dich. Ca hai su kién déu duoc
vinh danh vao thir Ndm, ngay 10 thang 12 tai |é Tamalada
thudng nién [an thr 17 cia Quy El Monte Promise, va sé
duoc t6 chirc truc tuyén.

Ethnic Studies Course Promotes College and Career Readiness

El Monte Union High School District now offers
an Ethnic Studies course as part of its social science
curriculum to educate and empower students to engage
socially and politically.

The class is aligned to California state standards for
English language arts (ELA), college and career readiness,
history, government and economics. This new course is
required for all students to graduate.

This effort came ahead of the recent changes made
by California State University trustees to make ethnic
studies a graduation requirement at the college level. For
students who decide to pursue a higher education at a
Cal State, the EMUHSD ethnic studies course will give
them a foundation to draw from when they reach ethnic
studies at the college level.

“We want our students to have every advantage when
it comes to education, and providing them with a current,
well thought-out and robust ethnic studies course is one
way that El Monte Union High School District is ensuring
their future success,” Superintendent Edward A. Zuniga said.

The district had considered a yearlong option for the

course but decided on a semester-length program that
could be included as a graduation requirement. The new
course was approved in May.

One of the goals for the course is to encourage
students to think critically about the world around them,
as well as help students develop a respect for cultural
diversity and understand the advantages of inclusion,
Director of Curriculum and Instruction Hillary Wolfe said.

“The ethnic studies course is designed for students
to identify, interpret and confront social and historical
constructs of identity, race, class, ethnicity, gender and
sexuality in order to understand their position in the
world,” Wolfe said.

Students are exploring a variety of texts, including
literature, art, music and social media. They are
developing in-depth analysis on contemporary issues
and collectively pose creative, self-affirming solutions to
promote agency through grassroots community advocacy
and civic engagement.

Ethnic studies teachers are drawing on a variety of
resources for their lessons, including “East of East: The

Making of Greater El Monte” by authors Romeo Guzman
and Carribean Fragoza. This book is a series of essays,
some of which were written by El Monte teachers.

Since the course addresses current events, the
curriculum is expected to evolve and therefore will use
supplemental pieces and open-education resources,
which are freely accessible, openly licensed media, versus
a core textbook.

All schools within the El Monte Union High School
District offer this course.

“The goal is to create a student-centered course that
lets them examine topics from multiple perspectives,
including topics that have been minimized or absent
from traditional curriculum,” Wolfe said. “We want to let
students see that they can play a role in envisioning the
future, and this course can give them lifelong skills in civil
discourse, critical thinking, and empathy toward others—
it is a way to honor the contributions of multiple groups
of people to history and to acknowledge disparity
and inequality with an eye toward building a more
inclusive future.”

Khéa Hoc Nghién Ciru vé Dan Toc Thac Day Su San Sang
vao Trwong Dai Hoc va Nghé Nghiép

Hoc Khu El Monte Union High School hién cung cap khoa
hoc Nghién Clru Dan Téc nhu mot phan cia chuong trinh
giang day khoa hoc xa hoi dé gido duc va thic day hoc sinh
tham gia vao xa héi va chinh tri.

L&p hoc pht hop véi cac tiéu chuan cla ti€u bang
California vé Nghé Thuat Anh Ngir (ELA), chuan bj san sang
cho dai hoc va nghé nghiép, lich str, chinh quyén va kinh té.
Khéa hoc méi ndy [a mén bat budc dé dugc tét nghiép doi véi
tat ca hoc sinh.

N& luc nay di trudc nhirng thay déi gan day do cac Oy vién
ctia California State University thuc hién nham Iam cho mén
nghién cru dan toc tré thanh yéu ciu tét nghiép & cap cao
dang. D6i v6i nhirng hoc sinh quyét dinh theo dudi mot nén
gido duc cao hon tai Cal State, khda hoc nghién ctru dan téc &
EMUHSD sé cung cap cho hoc sinh nén tang dé tir do rat ra
duac kién thirc dén khi ho ti€p can cac nghién clru dan téc &
cap cao ding.

“Chung té6i muén hoc sinh ctia minh c6 moi loi thé khi dén
Véi gido duc, va cung cap cho cac em mot khoa hoc nghién
ctru dan toc hién thuc, dugc suy nghi ky cang va manh mé la
mot cach ma Hoc Khu El Monte Union High School dang dam
bao cho thanh céng trong tuong lai ctia cdc em.” Giam Dac

Hoc Khu Edward A. Zuniga néi.

Hoc Khu da xem xét Iira chon cho mén hoc nay kéo dai
nguyén ndm hoc nhung da quyét dinh chon chuong trinh kéo
dai theo hoc ky ma c6 thé duogc dua vao nhu mét yéu cau tét
nghiép. Khda hoc mai da dugc phé duyét vao thang Nam.

M6t trong nhirng muc tiéu ctia khéa hoc la khuyén khich
cac hoc sinh suy nghi chin chan vé thé gigi xung quanh, cling
nhu gitp cac hoc sinh phéat trién su tén trong doi vdi su da
dang van héa va hiéu duoc loi thé cha viéc hoa nhap, Giam
déc Chuong trinh gidng day va Huéng dan Hillary Wolfe cho
biét “Khda hoc nghién ctru dan toc dugc thiét ké dé€ hoc sinh
xac dinh, giai thich va déi dau véi cac ciu tric xa héi va lich st
vé ban sac, chiing toc, giai cap, dan tdc, gidi tinh va tinh duc
dé hiéu vi tri ctia ho trén thé gidi,” Wolfe néi.

Hoc sinh dang kham phé nhiéu loai van ban, bao gém vin
hoc, nghé thuat, am nhac va mang xa héi. Ho dang phat trién
cac phan tich chuyén sau vé cac van dé duong dai va cling
dua ra céc giai phap sang tao, tu khang dinh dé thuc day moi
gidi théng qua tuyén truyén van dong cong déng & cap co s&
va su tham gia clla nguoi dan.

Cac gido vién nghién ctru dan téc dang sir dung nhiéu
nguon tai nguyén khac nhau cho cac bai hoc cua ho, bao gébm

cuén sach “East of East: The Making of Greater El Monte”cuia
tac gid Romeo Guzman va Carribean Fragoza. Cuén sach nay
[a mét loat cac bai luan, trong d6 cé mét s6 bai dugc viét bai
cac gido vién El Monte.

Vi khéa hoc dé cap dén cac su kién hién tai, chuong trinh
giang day du kién sé phat trién va do do sé str dung cac phan
b6 sung va tai nguyén gido duc ma&, cé thé truy cap mién phi,
phuong tién truyén thong dugc cap phép céng khai, thay vi
sach gido khoa c6t 16i.

Tat ca cac trudng trong Hoc Khu El Monte Union High
School déu cung cap khéa hoc nay.

“Muc tiéu la tao ra mét khéa hoc 13y hoc sinh [am trung
tam, cho phép cac em kiém tra cac chu dé tir nhiéu khia canh,
bao gbdbm cac cha dé da duoc giam thiéu hodc khéng cé trong
chuong trinh giang day truyén théng,” Wolfe néi. “Ching toi
mudn cho hoc sinh thay ring cac em cé thé déng mot vai trd
trong viéc hinh dung tuong lai va khéa hoc nay c6 thé cung
cap cho cac em cac ky ning sudt doi vé dién ngdn dan su,
tu duy phan bién va sy déng cam véi ngudi khac— d6 1a mét
cach dé ton vinh nhirng déng gép ctia nhiéu nhém ngudi déi
véi lich strva thira nhan su khéc biét va bat binh ddng nham
xay dung mot tuong lai hoa nhap hon!”



