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EMUHSD Partners with City of Hope, Children’s Hospital
Los Angeles to Provide COVID-19 Vaccine to Community

El Monte Union High School District has partnered
with both City of Hope and Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles to offer vaccination sites to staff, teachers,
families and students, according to state designated tiers.

The District partnership with City of Hope launched
in March when the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health began vaccine distributions for educators
and those working in childcare. In April, El Monte
Union and Children’s Hospital Los Angeles held pop-

up clinics at both Mountain View and South El Monte
high schools, where eligible students and families could
receive the vaccine.

School districts in L.A. County receive weekly
allocations of vaccines, with quantities determined
by consideration of equity, weighing COVID-19
community impact and staff risk exposure due to in-
person instruction and school-based services. EMUHSD
continues to encourage its educators and staff who are

eligible to receive the vaccine to make an appointment
with the District, or through other providers.

EMUHSD is dedicated to meeting the additional
needs of the community as distance learning continues,
providing free meals, social/emotional support, mental
health resources, tech support and tutoring, all of which
are crucial to the success of students. While there are
supports in place, the District remains committed to
evaluating, improving and perfecting these services.
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EL MONTE UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

SUPERINTENDENT'’S MESSAGE

Dear El Monte Union Community,

As we near the end of the 2020-21 school
year, | cannot help but reflect on all that has
happened since the closure of our schools
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. We are finally
seeing a light at the end of the tunnel, as our
District continues to address student, staff
and community needs this spring.

To ensure the wellness of our community,

El Monte Union extended the school dismissal
period for the spring semester and continues
to focus our efforts on delivering instruction
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Dear Class of 2021,

El Monte Union High School District thanks you for
your perseverance, patience and fortitude. This last
year has not been easy. You have faced and overcome
unprecedented challenges, and we want you to know
that we hear you.

The District is currently examining the logistics of an
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through a robust distance learning program,
offering free meals, resources to support
mental well-being and social/emotional health.
| want to thank our essential workers -
including those on our nutrition, custodial,
campus supervisors, and technology services
teams - who have been on-site working
around the clock to ensure that our students
and community are supported.
Thank you to our parents, teachers,
staff and students for your commitment,
understanding and partnership as our District
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in-person graduation. While we do not know specific
details for graduation ceremonies for Los Angeles
County, we are doing our best to work within state and
county guidelines to ensure that we honor and celebrate
the Class of 2021 properly.

We thank you for your strength, and always finding
new and innovative ways to stay connected to your
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continues to refine our remote learning
models and navigate these uncertain times.
Thank you to our community partners for all
they have done in support of our scholars.
The past year has been unlike any other,
but we have all found new ways to overcome
the unique challenges presented to us. If the
last year has shown us anything, it is that our
District is resilient, focused and ready to face
whatever comes our way. Together we are
strong, united in our mission to prepare our
scholars for college and their future career.

Dr. Edward Zuniga

Superintendent/ 48 &
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teachers, your peers and your friends. In so many
ways, the Class of 2021 inspires us, and we know that
celebrating your graduation is important and worth
commemorating.

More details on commencement ceremonies are
forthcoming. Please continue to check in with your
individual school for more information.
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Students Continue Strong Showings in LACOE Academic Decathlon

Oscar Martinez
El Monte High School

Marina Limon
South El Monte High School

El Monte High School senior Oscar Martinez
and South El Monte High School senior Marina
Limon both joined Academic Decathlon as a
way to challenge themselves and enjoy the
camaraderie that comes with being an AcaDeca
team member.

As team captains, Martinez and Limon knew
that the 2021 Los Angeles County Office of
Education competition would be the most
challenging yet, since the El Monte Union High
School District AcaDeca teams - including
those from Mountain View and Arroyo high
schools - could not study and sharpen their
skills in-person. Instead, what the teams gained
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was a lesson in teamwork and perseverance.

“It took a lot of adjusting in our study
sessions, but we managed to echo the spirit
of the competition as closely as we could.
There were obstacles along the way, like
virtual meetings, but we still found a way to
build camaraderie through virtual platforms,”
Martinez said.

Mountain View High led the way in this
year's competition with a fourth-place Division
Il finish. South El Monte, Arroyo and El Monte
high schools finished in fifth, seventh, and
eighth place, respectively. Overall, 24 students
earned medals, with six students receiving gold
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and 13 students earning multiple medals.

Academic Decathlon is a competition
consisting of ten scholastic events, with a
common theme linking the subjects. This
year’s theme was the Cold War. Teams are
divided into three groups, based on grade
point average - Honor, Scholastic and Varsity.
Individual scores are combined to determine
the winning teams.

“Academic Decathlon was definitely a
challenging but rewarding experience,” Limon
said. “It was an amazing opportunity that
allowed me to try new things and learn about
interesting subjects.”
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District Expands Dual Enrollment, Partners with PCC and L.A. Trade Tech

El Monte Union'’s dual enroliment program is expanding R. Ledesma high schools will offer a Construction and Rosemead’s theater pathway may include courses in
through new partnerships with Pasadena City College (PCC) Carpentry pathway through LATTC. theater history, stage techniques, costume, makeup, lighting
and Los Angeles Trade Tech College (LATTC), providing Pasadena City College and L.A. Trade Tech join Rio Hondo and audio/video production. PCC instructors will have
students with more opportunities to get a head start on College as El Monte Union dual enrollment partner schools.  access to Rosemead’s acclaimed 960-seat auditorium,
their post-secondary education by earning college credits “With the PCC and LATTC partnerships we now have providing students with state-of-the-art equipment and
while concurrently enrolled in high school. dual enrollment at every school in the District,” EMUHSD resources.

Beginning in 2021-22, Rosemead High School will offer Director of Curriculum and Instruction Hillary Wolfe said. El Monte Union’s construction and carpentry pathway is
a Professional Theater and Stagecraft pathway through “Students will receive college instruction while attending designed to establish a post-secondary-to-work pipeline,
PCC, with all courses to be taught at the Rosemead High high school and have the opportunity to earn credits toward providing students with apprenticeship opportunities after

Auditorium. El Monte, South El Monte and Fernando an AA. degree before they graduate.” completing their training and certification.
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Oscar Martinez Nikki Ma Sheccid Rodriguez
University of Notre Dame UCLA Tulane University
Joseph Herrera Nancy Phan David Diaz
UC San Diego New York University Swarthmore College
Karina Carrillo Ashley Ly Kelly Phan
UC Davis UC San Diego UC Berkeley
Desiree Cervantes Christine Huynh Andrew Phung
UC Santa Barbara UC Berkeley USC
Vy Nguyen Aaron Phung Jasmine Doan
UC Davis UC Irvine CSU Los Angeles

gebastian Loz

Yesseniq Maldonado

Josephyne Alvarez
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Arroyo High School Earns
College Board AP Computer
Science Female Diversity Award

Arroyo High School’s efforts to expand young
women'’s access to college-prep computer science
courses has garnered recognition from the College
Board, which honored the school with a 2020 AP
Computer Science Female Diversity Award.

This is Arroyo High's second consecutive AP
Computer Science Female Diversity Award, which
celebrates high female representation in the AP
Computer Science Principles course. Out of more than
20,000 schools worldwide that offer AP courses, Arroyo
High School is one of only 831 to earn this achievement.
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South El Monte and El Monte
High Schools Receive Awards at
the 2021 Virtual FBLA Conference

South El Monte and El Monte High School students
yielded strong results at the 2021 Future Business
Leaders of America (FBLA) Virtual Inland Section
Leadership Conference, securing their place in the state
competition.

Students tested their skills in categories such as
business communication, entrepreneurship, marketing,
hospitality and financial math. In total, SEMHS brought
home 15 awards and EMHS secured nine awards. Ten
SEMHS students and seven EMHS students are advancing
to the next level as state qualifiers.
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EMHS students compete in the 2020 FBLA Conference. Photo was taken
pre-COVID-19.
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Rosemead and Arroyo High
Schools Named 2019-20
Honor Roll Recipients

Rosemead and
Arroyo high
schools have been
named 2019-20
California Honor
Roll schools by
the Educational
Results Partnership
(ERP), celebrating
their high levels
of academic
achievement and
narrowing of the
achievement gap.

The Honor Roll is created by the ERP
under the sponsorship of the Campaign for
Business and Education Excellence (CBEE).
It analyzes 14 measures from California
Department of Education data, including
performance on state math and English
language arts standardized tests,

UC/CSU admission requirements and
graduation rates.
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Rosemead High School Celebrates New Track & Field with Groundbreaking
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The $5 million project is funded by Measure D, a bond
approved by voters in November 2008 that focuses on
modernizing EMUHSD campuses and classrooms.

The groundbreaking ceremony also celebrated
upcoming renovations to Rosemead High School’s
concessions facilities, a separate project funded by
Measure HS, a bond approved by voters November 2018.

“The support our community has shown for our
students is incredible and it is that support that makes
these campus improvements possible,” Superintendent
Edward A. Zuniga said. “Thank you to the EMUHSD
community, and to everyone involved who has done the
hard work to ensure that our Panthers continue to have
the safe, modern facilities they deserve.”

El Monte Union administrators and staff kickstarted
construction of a new track and field at Rosemead
High School on March 25 with a socially distanced
groundbreaking ceremony.

The project, which features include a new synthetic
football field and repairs to the rubberized track, is
expected to be completed in July.

“Rosemead High School is excited for this project to
be underway and we are thankful to our community
for supporting this project for the purpose of providing
our students with the upgraded facilities they deserve,”
Rosemead High School Principal Brian Bristol said. “We
cannot wait for our Panthers to make great use of the
track and field.”
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