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Message from the
SUPERINTENDENT

Dear El Monte Union
Community,

As 2024 ended, I took a moment
to celebrate the extraordinary
accomplishments of our students,
staff, and families during the
year. Together, we witnessed
remarkable achievements across
our academics, arts, and athletics
programming, showcasing the
talent and dedication that defines =~ Edward Zuniga, Ed.D.
our community. Superintendent]

During the fall semester, o
our student-athletes earned league titles and enjoyed
postseason success, while our Visual and Performing
Arts (VAPA) programs brought home prestigious awards,
exemplifying El Monte Union’s spirit of excellence.

We also strengthened pathways to college and career
readiness through initiatives like our College and Career
Family Conference, equipping students and families with
resources to dream big and plan for

the future. Additionally, our E1 Monte Union school
community exemplified the spirit of the season, uniting
to assemble and distribute food baskets for families in
need, with many of our students volunteering to make a
difference during the holidays.

As we reflect on these milestones, we also look forward
with gratitude and determination. The completion of
modernization projects, the growth of programs funded

H O l iday M a g ic D 1/'2.173 S Th 1/‘0 u g h E l by Proposition 28, and our ongoing commitment to equity

and inclusion ensure a bright future for every student.

Monte Union ’S FAM I LY P O SADA On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I hope you had a
joyous holiday season filled with warmth, gratitude, and
togetherness. Thank you for your unwavering support and
dedication to our shared mission of continued student
success.
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STUDENT ADVOCATE HONORED
with Bobby Salcedo Esperanza Award

Rosemead High School (RHS) student
support coordinator Vanessa Salazar was
awarded the prestigious Bobby Salcedo
Esperanza Award during the El Monte Promise
Foundation’s Tamalada Gala on December 12.
Recognized for her unwavering dedication to

“This recognition is truly for the
students—they are my drive, my why, and
the light of my life every day I come to work,”
Salazar said.

As the first Rosemead High recipient in
the award’s 20-year history, Salazar continues

student advocacy, Salazar runs the school’s
Student Support Center, fostering a welcoming
environment where students can thrive.

to inspire and empower students through her
tireless efforts to ensure they feel valued and
supported.
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PAVING A PATH to College and Career Success

LASS 0F 1986

From left: Arroyo High School students Daniel Vu, Audrey Tang, and Noe Magana, and Rosemead High School students Aura Gallardo Mufioz and Carmen Ung, celebrate their selection as 2025 QuestBridge National College Match Scholars, earning
early admission to prestigious universities with full-ride scholarships exceeding $325,000. | Z#2: Arroyo High School #% 4 Daniel Vu. Audrey Tang # Noe Magana, ¥A% Rosemead High School #9# & Aura Gallardo MulXloz #=
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Five E1 Monte Union seniors are turning their
college dreams into reality as 2025 QuestBridge
National College Match scholars. Arroyo High’s

molecular biology, optometry, and computer science,
reflecting the District’s commitment to fostering
excellence and ambition.

aid, and scholarships, offered in English, Spanish,
and Chinese. Families also received valuable insights
on mental health, goal setting, and youth vaping

Daniel Vu, Audrey Tang, and Noe Magana, along with
Rosemead High’s Aura Gallardo Mufioz and Carmen
Ung, have secured early admission to prestigious
universities—including Pomona College, Stanford,
Johns Hopkins, Princeton, and Yale—with full-ride
scholarships valued at over $325,000. These driven
students plan to pursue fields such as human biology,

El Monte Union is equally committed to supporting
families in their vital role in student success. At the
District’s annual College and Career Family Conference
held on October 12, parents were equipped with
essential tools and resources to help their children
achieve their goals. The event featured workshops
on career exploration, college admissions, financial

awareness, along with complimentary meals and
District-branded gifts as tokens of gratitude for their
participation.

By fostering academic achievement and
strengthening family engagement, E1 Monte Union
ensures that every student is prepared to achieve their
dreams and thrive in college, career, and beyond.
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Students and families from El Monte Union attend engaging workshops and gain valuable
insights into high school success, personal goal-setting, and college and career preparation
during the College and Career Family Conference held October 12. | El Monte Union #9
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VAPA PROGRAMS WIN AWARDS
Look to Expand Districtwide

EI Monte High junior Michelle Garcia won first place in the Pasadena Tournament of Roses’ Dia de los Muertos Art Competition,
which came with a $2,000 scholarship. | El Monte High #9477 % £ Michelle Garcia 72t i i 4y BUR 8 %% T % 85 47 FLR
THATAEE, EHAFT $2,000 895 F 4,

El Monte Union is proud to celebrate its VAPA
programs, which inspire creativity, foster collaboration,
and equip students for artistic and professional success.
From award-winning marching bands to cutting-edge
career technical education pathways, these programs
offer students opportunities to explore their passions
and talents.

This fall, South E1 Monte High School’s (SEMHS)
Parade Band and Color Guard earned multiple first-place
awards, while Arroyo High School’s (AHS) Band and
Color Guard captured top honors, including a bronze

medal at the Southern California Band Championships
in November. El Monte High School’s Lions Marching
Band marked its competition comeback with a first-place
win, alongside junior Michelle Garcia’s victory in the
Pasadena Tournament of Roses’ Dia de los Muertos Art
Competition, which earned her a $2,000 scholarship.
Mountain View High School’s VISTA Academy and
Stage Tech programs prepare students for careers in
media and live event production, while RHS’s Graphic
Design Pathway enables students to earn college credit
and build professional portfolios. The annual District

Arroyo High's marching band delivers an energetic performance during El Monte Union’s annual Band
Showecase on November 13. | Arroyo High #9454 11 A 13 B El Monte Union #) 4 & % &=
B LERLKENGRE,

Band Showcase brought the community together for
dynamic performances, concluding with a heartfelt
rendition of “America the Beautiful” led by retiring AHS
Band Director Joe Massaro.

El Monte Union aims to expand its arts programs using
Proposition 28 funding, hiring industry professionals,
enhancing existing programs, and introducing new
initiatives to inspire future artists and innovators. By
investing in arts education, the District ensures every
student has the chance to discover their passion and
achieve their dreams.
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El Monte Union Celebrates ATHLETIC TRIUMPHS

El Monte Union student-athletes showcased remarkable talent and

perseverance during the fall semester.

South El Monte High senior Jazmine Leyva has been a standout player for the
Eagles’ softball team, excelling as both a pitcher and outfielder. Known for her

leadership and dynamic performance on the field, Leyva has been named Player
of the Year multiple times for her exceptional contributions and was recognized
as one of California’s top players with a spot on the Cal-Hi Sports All-State
Medium Schools team in July 2024. Leyva’s dedication and commitment earned
her a scholarship to play softball at UCLA, marking a milestone in her athletic
journey.

SEMHS also celebrated Mission Valley League (MVL) titles in girls volleyball
and football this fall. Additionally, Rosemead High's volleyball team and
El Monte High’s tennis team both advanced to the CIF Southern Section
semifinals. E1 Monte, South El Monte, and Mountain View high schools also won
track and field and cross country championships, while Arroyo High secured
dual MVL cross country titles and made a strong postseason run in football.
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Surrounded by her school community, family, and friends, South El Monte High senior and multi-talented athlete Jazmine Leyva
signs her letter of intent to play for UCLA on November13. | 11 A 13 B, AZ&KAE., FAFMNANEHT, South El
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El Monte Union Students Chosen to Join L.A. County Superintendent’s
STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

From top left: Rosemead High senior Alexis DiPrima and junior Van Do, and Mountain View High junior
Alejandro Dena and sophomore Noah Reyes, have been selected to serve on L.A. County Superintendent Dr.
Debra Duardo’s 2024-25 Student Advisory Council. | Z#2: Rosemead High # & % £ Alexis DiPrima
Fodn 4 4 Van Do, Mountain View High #9471 % £ 4 Alejandro Dena #» =448 % % Noah Reyes A
iB74A #5452 Dr. Debra Duardo %9 2024-25 £ 4% &£ A&,

Four El1 Monte Union students —
Rosemead High senior Alexis DiPrima and
junior Van Do, and Mountain View High
junior Alejandro Dena and sophomore
Noah Reyes - have been selected to serve
on Los Angeles County Superintendent
Dr. Debra Duardo’s 2024-25 Student
Advisory Council. The council, composed
of student leaders from across the
county, provides a platform to engage
in discussions on critical issues such as
educational equity, student well-being,
and school quality.

The group meets quarterly to share
insights and advocate for initiatives,

including a “Know Your Educational
Rights” campaign and a Student
Empowerment Summit, where members
will present proposals to local educational
leaders.

"The voices of our students are essential
to shaping the future of education
and creating positive change in our
communities,” said Duardo. “Our Student
Advisory Council demonstrates the power
of student leadership, providing invaluable
insights and inspiring actions that ensure
we are meeting the needs of all students.
Their courage, creativity, and commitment
to advocacy are deeply appreciated.”

EL MONTE UNION
REAEBCHREEEERNERE

w % El Monte Union # 4 ——
Rosemead High # & % £ & Alexis
DiPrima #=#7 ¥ # % Van Do, Mountain
View High #9471 % £ £ Alejandro Dena
Fo— 54 % % Noah Reyes—#i% % %
# #3454 Dr. Debra Duardo % 2024-
256 A M EBGRE, ZEBEGTHL
B AR &M S A SFME R, AHITHHEF
N, BB FRRE 25 A AR
#®“T—EFE,

ZHBEZHEIH—REH, 2F=R

El Monte Union Celebrates Progress in

FACILITIES MODERNIZATIONS

El Monte Union has made significant progress in facilities modernization, funded by the
2018 Measure HS bond, Measure D, and other District funds, with work continuing through the

2024-25 school year.

El Monte High’s new track and field facility broke ground on October 30, 2024 and is
projected to open by May 2025, featuring a synthetic track, scoreboard, and improved spaces for

athletic and community events.

South El Monte High celebrated the completion of its Modernization Project on September
26, 2024, with upgrades including a new library, renovated classrooms, and an upgraded

administration building.

Fernando R. Ledesma High School’s multipurpose building and gymnasium will be renamed
the Freddy and Bernie Arteaga and Frank Ogaz Center to honor the brothers’ 30-plus years of

service and Ogaz’s legacy of supporting at-promise youth.
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El Monte High student-athletes and performers dash through the Lion tunnel to celebrate
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From left: South El Monte High’s Assistant Principals Lorrie Briones and Renee Tellez,
ASB President Gabriela Garcia, EMUHSD Superintendent Dr. Edward Zumniga, and

Principal Dr. Jorge Morales celebr
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